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Legislation Text

File #: 23-0024, Version: 1

Department: Flood Control District
Department Head/Elected Official: Tina Petersen, Ph.D., P.E., Executive Director

Regular or Supplemental RCA: Regular RCA
Type of Request: Contract - Award

Project ID (if applicable): N/A
Vendor/Entity Legal Name (if applicable): United States Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey

MWDBE Contracted Goal (if applicable): N/A
MWDBE Current Participation (if applicable): N/A
Justification for 0% MWDBE Participation Goal: N/A - Goal not applicable to request

Request Summary (Agenda Caption):

Request for approval of a joint funding agreement with the United States Department of the Interior, U.S.
Geological Survey, in the amount of $262,124, to perform surface water resources investigations and research
and technical assistance activities during the period of January 1, 2023, to September 30, 2023. (Agreement
No. 2022-210, Countywide).

Background and Discussion:

This is a continuation of the contract with the United States Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) to operate approximately 60 stage and flow gages across Harris County. Many of these gages have an
extensive period record dating back several years to many decades and from a data comparison and scientific
review process it is important that the period of record be continued. Data from USGS gages helps in flood
forecasting with the National Weather Service and West Gulf River Forecast Center as well as comparison of
flood mitigation projects and impacts of development on a watershed.

Expected Impact:

The biggest impact is to maintain the long-term period of record of the gage locations for historical flood
purposes, flood mitigation projects, and flood model review and calibration. The Flood Control District has not
added any new USGS gage locations in recent years and have maintained the current coverage of gages and
their record longevity. Additionally, at many of the USGS locations, the Flood Control District utilizes the USGS
water level measuring device to obtain the water level inside the channel and also adds our rainfall collection
sensor. This data is then displayed on the Flood Warning System website.

Alternative Options:
Failure to fund this request will result in the termination of all stage and flow monitoring by USGS in Harris
County and the end of the current period of data collection and record.
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Alignment with Goal(s):

_ Justice and Safety

_ Economic Opportunity

_ Housing

_ Public Health

_ Transportation

X Flooding

_ Environment

_ Governance and Customer Service

Prior Court Action (if any):

Date Agenda Item # |Action Taken
12/19/2019 (2.a.3 Agreement
12/15/2020 [2.a.3 Agreement
01/25/2022  |152. Agreement

Location: Countywide
Address (if applicable):
Precinct(s): Countywide

Fiscal and Personnel Summary

Service Name 1.a.8 - Hydrological Services

[Fy 23 [Fy 24 INext 3 FYs
Incremental Expenditures (do NOT write values in thousands or millions)
Labor Expenditures S S S
Non-Labor Expenditures $262,124 S S
Total Incremental Expenditures $262,124 S S
Funding Sources (do NOT write values in thousands or millions)
Existing Budget
Tax Revenue - FCD $262,124 S S
Choose an item. S S S
Choose an item. S S S
Total Current Budget $262,124 S S
Additional Budget Requested
Choose an item. S S S
Choose an item. S S S
Choose an item. S S S
Total Additional Budget Requested S S S
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Total Funding Sources $262,124 S S
Personnel (Fill out section only if requesting new PCNs)

Current Position Count for Service - - -

Additional Positions Requested - - -

Total Personnel - - -

Anticipated Court Date: January 10, 2023
Anticipated Implementation Date (if different from Court date):
Emergency/Disaster Recovery Note: Not an emergency, disaster, or COVID-19 related item

Contact(s) name, title, department: Yesenia Martinez, Commissioners Court Coordinator, Flood Control
District

Attachments (if applicable): Agreement
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