
INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT

BETWEEN HARRIS COUNTY AND

HARRIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 371

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

§

COUNTY OF HARRIS 

§

THIS INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT (the "Agreement") is entered into upon signature by

all parties ("Effective Date") by and between Harris County, Texas ("County"), a body corporate

and politic under the laws ofthe State o f Texas, by and through Harris County Public Health and

Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 371 ("District), pursuant to the Interlocal

Cooperation Act, Tex. Gov't Code Ann. §791.001 et seq. County and District are referred to herein

collectively as the "Parties" and individually as a "Party."

RECITALS:

WHEREAS, County has developed a wastewater based epidemiology ("WBE") program;

WHEREAS, District desires to use County's WBE program to gain valuable insight into

epidemiological trends in its jurisdiction;

WHEREAS, Parties desire to exchange wastewater surveillance data to enhance their

understanding of epidemiological trends in the area and to use the data as an indicator to monitor

disease outbreaks; and

WHEREAS, Parties find that collaborating will primarily serve a public purpose.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties, in consideration of the mutual covenants and

agreements herein contained, do mutually agree as follows:

TERMS:

ARTICLE I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Agreement is to describe each Party's role for the coordination of

wastewater testing, analysis, and subsequent exchange of information between the Parties through

the WBE program, a program developed by Harris County Public Health designed to test and

analyze wastewater data. This data will be shared between the Parties, and the Parties will use the

information to efficiently allocate resources and coordinate outreach to improve the health of

residents and to mitigate future disease surges. The specific Scope of Work for this project is found

in Attachment A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.
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ARTICLE II.

 DISTRICT DUTIES

Durin

g the 

term

 of

 this 

Agree

ment,

 the

 Distri

ct a

gre

es to

:

A. 

Allow

 the

 Coun

ty t

o a

cce

ss its 

wast

ewate

r fac

iliti

es a

nd 

coll

ect i

nfluen

t w

ast

ew

ater

sam

ples 

(the

 "Sample

s").

B. 

Appo

int 

a po

int 

of con

tac

t for 

Count

y to 

coor

dina

te 

site v

isits

 in o

rder

 to c

ollec

t Sa

mples

at re

gula

r int

erva

ls, b

ut no

t les

s tha

n on

ce p

er w

eek.

C. 

Sec

ure

, sto

re, 

and

 use

 the

 dat

a el

ement

s lis

ted

 in Attac

hm

ent

 A (th

e "D

ata"

) in

 a m

ann

er

that

 com

plie

s with fed

era

l, st

ate

, and

 loc

al l

aw.

ARTICLE III

. COUNTY DUTIES

Durin

g the 

term

 of this

 Agree

ment,

 the

 Coun

ty ag

rees

 to:

A. Colle

ct S

ample

s fro

m Distri

ct w

aste

water 

faci

litie

s at

 regu

lar i

nterv

als.

B. 

Test 

Sam

ples

 usi

ng it

s waste

water

 testi

ng

 pro

gram

.

C. 

Provide t

he D

ata to D

istri

ct at

 reg

ular 

inter

vals

.

D. 

Prom

ptly

 infor

m Distri

ct i

f the

re is

 an

 exp

ecte

d o

r on

goin

g ou

tag

e to

 the 

data

 rec

eiv

ing

pr

oc

es

s.

ARTICLE IV. TERM AND TERMINATION

The t

erm

 of this

 Agree

ment 

com

menc

es o

n th

e Effect

ive D

ate

 and

 last

s un

til a yea

r minus

a da

y fr

om the

 Effec

tive 

Date 

("Ini

tial 

Term

"). 

This

 Agree

men

t will 

auto

matical

ly re

new o

n th

e

sam

e te

rms an

d c

ond

ition

s fo

r fo

ur a

dditi

ona

l one

-yea

r ter

ms (

each

 a "R

ene

wal T

erm

") u

nle

ss i

t

is t

erm

inat

ed b

y e

ither

 Party 

by 

givi

ng t

he o

ther 

Party 

prio

r w

ritt

en n

otic

e of

 its

 int

enti

on t

o

term

inat

e no

t le

ss t

han ni

nety

 (9

0) d

ays pr

ior 

to the 

ex

pirat

ion

 of the

 ter

m of th

is A

gree

ment.

ARTIC

LE V. L

IMIT OF APPROPRIA

TIO

N

A. 

It is 

agre

ed tha

t the

 Partie

s w

ill n

ot c

harg

e a

 fee 

for

 any i

nfor

matio

n di

sclo

sed pu

rsu

ant t

o

this

 Agree

ment.

B. 

Each

 Party

 is r

esp

on

sibl

e fo

r its

 co

sts fo

r p

erfo

rmanc

e un

der

 thi

s Agre

ement

.

C. 

Nothi

ng i

n th

is A

gree

ment 

will 

be c

ons

trued

 as o

blig

atin

g a 

Party

 to 

expen

d f

unds or

 to

prov

ide 

reso

urce

s or 

be i

nvol

ved 

in an

y ob

liga

tion

 for

 fut

ure p

aym

en

t of

 money

 or

prov

isio

n of res

our

ces

.

D. 

Any fun

ds ap

prop

riate

d und

er th

is A

gree

ment 

will b

e fro

m cu

rrent

 reve

nue.
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ARTICLE VI. NOTICE

All notices and communications permitted or required under this Agreement are to be mailed by

United States Postal Service, certified mail, return-receipt requested, to the following addresses:

FOR HARRIS COUNTY: All notices and communications must be mailed as follows:

FOR THE COUNTY: 1111 Fannin Street

Houston, TX 77002

Attention: Executive Director

FOR THE DISTRICT: 

2727 Allen Pkwy

Suite 1100

Houston, Texas 77019

These addresses may be changed upon giving prior written notice to the other Party. All mailed

notices and communications are deemed given and complete upon depositing them in the United

States Mail.

ARTICLE VII. GENERAL PROVISIONS

A. Amendment. This Agreement may be amended only by an instrument in writing that is

signed by the Parties. Amendments will be effective on the date stipulated therein.

B. Change in Law. Iffederal or state laws or regulations or other federal or state requirements

are amended or judicially interpreted so that a Party cannot reasonably fulfill this

Agreement, and if the Parties cannot agree to an amendment that would enable substantial

continuation ofthis Agreement, the Parties will be discharged from any further obligations

under this Agreement upon ten (10) business days' written notice.

C. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which

is deemed an original and all of which together constitute one and the same agreement.

D. Integration. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties and

supersedes all prior and contemporaneous, oral or written, understandings between the

Parties with respect to the subject matter hereof.

E. News Releases or Pronouncements. News releases and publications pertaining to this

Agreement that are made by a Party must be approved in writing by all Parties prior to

public dissemination.
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F. 

No Im

plie

d Autho

rity. A

ny a

utho

rity d

eleg

ated to o

ne Party by

 ano

ther 

Party 

is lim

ited

 to

the t

erms of this

 Agree

ment. N

o Party

 shall

 rely

 upon

 implie

d auth

orit

y, an

d spe

cifica

lly,

ther

e is n

o de

lega

ted auth

ority

 und

er th

is Agree

ment t

o:

a. Make

 pub

lic p

olic

y;

b. Promulgat

e, am

end, 

or di

srega

rd an

y Party

's pro

gram

s or po

licie

s; or

c. Unila

terall

y co

mmunic

ate o

r ne

gotia

te, o

n be

half 

of th

e o

ther 

Party, 

with

 any

member o

fthe

 U.S. Congre

ss or 

any m

ember of

 its st

aff, 

any member

 of the T

exas

Legis

latur

e or

 any member 

of its s

taff, 

or a

ny fe

dera

l or s

tate a

genc

y.

G. 

NO WAIVER OF SO

VEREIGN IMMUNITY. THE PARTIES EX

RESSLY AGREE

THAT NO PROVISION OF T

HIS AGREEM

ENT IS A

N ANY WAY INTENDED T

O

CONSTITUTE A WAIVER BY THE PARTIES OF A

NY IM

MU

-NITIES FR

OM SUIT

OR FROM LIABILITY THAT THEY MAY HAVE BY OPERATION OF LAW.

H. 

Seve

rabil

ity. If any pro

visio

n ofth

is Agreem

ent

 is hel

d inva

lid, 

illega

l, or u

nenforce

able:

a. such

 pro

visio

n will be

 sev

ered fro

m thi

s A

greem

ent;

b. the 

vali

dity, 

lega

lity,

 and enforc

eabil

ity 

of th

e r

emain

ing p

rov

ision

s of

 this

Agreem

ent w

ill no

t be 

affec

ted o

r im

pair

ed in a

ny way; an

d

c. the 

Partie

s sha

ll n

egot

iate 

in g

ood 

faith

 in 

an a

ttempt 

to ag

ree 

to a

 su

bstit

ute

prov

ision

 that

 is v

alid,

 lega

l, an

d en

force

able

 and 

which 

carri

es ou

t th

e Parti

es'

inte

ntio

ns to

 the 

gre

ates

t law

ful ex

tent u

nde

r th

is Agree

men

t.

I. 

Surv

ivab

ility. The term

inat

ion oft

his A

gre

ement fo

r any rea

son will no

t rele

ase 

any Party

from

 its o

bliga

tions to 

comply with fed

eral a

nd sta

te la

ws reg

ardin

g the

 use 

and discl

osu

re

of the

 inform

ation

 exch

ange

d und

er th

is Agree

ment.

J. 

No In

tend

ed T

hird-

Party

 Beneficia

ries. Noth

ing 

conta

ine

d in this 

Agre

ement is

 int

ende

d

nor 

will it

 be 

construe

d to 

creat

e righ

ts ru

nning

 to th

e be

nefit o

f thi

rd pa

rties

, unl

ess

othe

rwise e

xpre

ssly prov

ided

 in thi

s Agreem

ent

.

[EX

ECUTION PAGE FOLLOW

S]
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1-

 

 

-

HARRIS COUNTY

By 

Steveí ésfer -

Presideù

Date:

 ìlll 1

By:

Lilia Hidalgo

County Judge

Date:

Approved:

  

By:

Barbie L. Robinson, MI'P, ID, CHC

Executive Director

Harris County Public Health

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

C ISTIAN D. MENEFEE

COUNTY ATTORNEY

By:      -

Shannon Fleming

Senior Assistant County Attorney

C.A.O. Case File No.: 24GEN0049
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ATTACHMENT A

Scope of Work

Wastewater surveilla

nce provides e

arly detection

 of emerging diseas

es to improve pub

lic health

interventio

ns. When combined with othe

r surveilla

nce data in

cluding clini

cal cases, h

ospital bed

utilization, 

and laborato

ry testing, 

wastewater survei

llance data can give a broade

r scope o

f disease

surveillance

 to public hea

lth departments. Considering the

 geographical

 size, popu

lation density,

and diversity of H

arris County, consis

tent sampling of wastewater for SARS-CoV-2 and

potentially

 other type

s of pathogen

s or markers w

ould provide i

nvaluable

 insight

s into t

he health

of the community. Led by local 

public health de

partments, wastewater surveil

lance operat

ions

must be condu

cted in collaborati

on with area wastewater treatment plant

s.

Wastewater surveill

ance has prove

n to be a reliable method of passi

ve monitoring for the

presence of

 viral or bacter

ial caseloads of pathogens in the wastewater influent, sh

ed by infected

individuals. Wastewater monitoring serves

 to estimate disease

 burden at a community level,

providing data

 that signifie

s areas that a

re most at risk and need increas

ed testing/vaccinatio

ns.

Wastewater surveil

lance provide

s a more equitable approa

ch to obtaining positiv

ity rates 

in

underserved communities, includin

g the hispan

ic and black communities, dispropor

tionally

affected by COVID-19 and

 other emerging dise

ases. Each Party will foster a collabo

rative

research relationship with the other that

 is focus on development o f wastewater epidemiology

and testing initiative.
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ORDER OF COMMISSIONERS COURT

Authorizing execu

tion of an Agreement

The Commissioners Court of Harris County, Texas, convene

d at a meeting of

 said Court

at the Harris County Administration B

uilding in

 the City of Houston, Texas, on

, 2024, with all members pre

sent except

A quorum was present. 

Among other

 business, th

e following was trans

acted:

ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN HARRIS

COUNTY AND HARRIS COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 371

Commissioner

 

introduced an order and moved that

Commissioners Court adop

t the order. Commissioner

 seconded the

motion for adop

tion of the orde

r. The motion, carr

ying with it the 

adoption o f the

 order,

prevailed by the following vote:

Vote of the Court

 

Y

e

s

 

N

g

 Abstain

Jud

ge H

idal

go 

 

 

Comm. Ellis   

Comm. Garcia   

Comm. Ramsey, P,E. 

  

o

Comm. Briones 

 

 

o

The County Judge 

thereupon announced

 that the motion had duly and law

fully carri

ed

and that the ord

er had been duly and lawfully adopted. The order

 adopted follows:

IT IS ORDERED that County Judge is 

hereby auth

orized to execute 

for and

 on behalf of Harris

County an Agreement with Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 37

1 to exc

hange

wastewater surveill

ance data and all related appu

rtenances

.

All Harris County officials and

 employees

 are auth

orized to do an

y and all thing

s necessary

 or

convenient

 to accomplish the purpos

es of this ord

er.
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