
INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT

.BETWEEN HARRISCOUNTY AND CITY OF LA ORTE.

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

COUNTY OF HARRIS §

THIS.It·4TERLOCAL AGREEMENT (the Agreement") is entered into upon signature by

all parties êEffective Dat) by and between-Harris County, Texas (County" a body corporate

and poitic under th.e laws ofthe State of Texas by and through Haris County Public Health and

Cit  of La orte, Texas ("City"), pursuant. to the Interocal Coopertion Act, Tex. Govt Code Ann.

§791.001 et seq. County and City are referred to hrein colectively as the 'artiesand individually

as a Paty.2'

RECITALS:

WHEREAS, County has developed a waštrwater based epidemiology ("WBE") prgram;

WHEREAS, City desires to use: Cóuntys WBE rogiam to gain vauiable in·sight ito

epidemiolgial trends ·in its jurisdictiøn;

WHEREAS, Parties desire to exchange wastewater surveillance data to enhance heir

unerstanding of epidemiological trends in the area and to use· the data as an indicator to monitor

disease outbroaks; and

WHEREAS Parties find that collaborating will primarîly serve a public purpose.

NOW, TREFORE, the Parties in consideration of the muial covenants and

.agrèemets hérein contai,ned do m.utúally agree as. follows:

TERMS:

ARTICLE I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this· Agreement i to. descibe each Party's role for the

 coodination of

wastewater testing analysis and subsequent exchange of infrmation between the Parties through

the WBE program,: a program developed .by Harris County Public Health designed to test and

nalyze watewater data This data will be shared between the Parties, and the Parties will use the

infrmation to efficiently allo

cate resources and coordinate outreach to improve the he

alth of

re·identš and to mitigate< fliture disease surges. The specific Scope ofWork for this project 

is found

in Attachme.nt A, attached hereto and incorporated herei:n by retëence.

ARTICLE II. CITY DUTIES

During the term of this Agreemerìt the. City agrees to:



A. Alow the Couty to acces its wastewater faciities ánd colect infuent wast:wter

samples (t

he "Samples:').

B. Appoint a point of contact for County to cordinate site visits in order o coll

ect Samples

át regular intervls, buthot less th

an once per week.

C. Secure, store, and use the data elements listed i

n Attachmént A (the "Data) in a manner

that omplies with federal :sta

te, and local l

i

aw.

ARTICLE III. COUNTY DUTIES

During the term of this-Agreement the County agrees to:

A. Collect Samples from City astewater facilities at regul

ar intervals.

B. Test Samples using its wastewater testing·program.

C Provide the Data to City·at eglar intervals,

D. Prompty ínfòrm City if th:ere is an xpected or ongoing outage to the. d·ata

 receiving.

procss.

ARTICLE IV. TERM AND TERMINATION

The term of his Agreement commençes o.n the Effective Date and lasts until a

 yearminus

a day from the Effective Date ê'Initial Term"). This Ageem·ent wil automatically renew 

n the

same terms and conditions for four additional one-y

ear terms (each 

a "Renewal Term) unless it

is erminated by eithe Party by ¿givin

,

g the other Party prior written 

notice of its intention to

termnate not less than ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the trm ofthis Agreement.

ARTICLE V. LIMIT OF APPROPRIATION

A. It is ·agreed that the Parties will not charge a fee for any information disclosed pursuant to

this Agreement.

B Each Party is responsible for its costs for! performance under this.Agreement.

C. Nothing in this Agreerient will be n.strued as obìgating a Party to expen

d fund

s o

r to

provide, resources or be involved in any obligation for future payment of money or

provision o

f rsources

.

D. Any 畦nds appropritéd under this Agreement will be from current reven

ue.
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ARTICLE VI. NOTICE

All notices and communiçationš permitted or required under this Agreement are to be mailed by

Unied States Postal Service, certified mail, return-receipt requested to the following addresses:

FOR HARRIS COUNTY: Al notices and communiçations mut be mailed as follows:

FOR THE COUNTY: 

1111 Fannin Street

Houstn, TX 77

'

002

Attention: Executive Director

FOR THE CITYÌ 

City of La Porte

2963 N. 23rd

La Porte TX 77571

Attn: Director of Public Wrks

These addresses may be changed upon giving prior written notice to the other Party. Al[ miled

notices :and communicalis are deemed given and complete upon depositing them in the Unitd

States Mai

ARTICLE VII. GENERAL PROVISIONS

A. Amendmen This Ageement may be amended o.nly by an insíumen in Writing that is

signed by th Pafis. Amendm:ents will be effective ·on the dte S[ipulated therein.

B. Chan.ge in Law. Iffederat or state law or regulations or other federal.or state requirements

are am.ended or judicially interpreted so that a P·arty canot reasonably fulfill this

Agreement nd if the Parties cannot agree to an amendment that would enable substantial

continuation ofthis Agreement, the Prties will be discharged frm any further obligations

under thi,s Agreement upon ten (10) business days' write·n notice.

Ci. Cóuríterparts. This Agreement may be exected in one or more counterparts, each ofwhich

is deemed ar original and all of which together coi.stituíeoné·and the same ageement.

D. Integration. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties and

supersedes al prior and contemporaneous, oral or written understandings between the

Parties with respect to the ubject matter hereof

E. News Releases or Pronouncements. News releases and publications pertaining to this

Agreemen:t that are made by a Party .must be approved in writing by ·all Parties prior to

public dissemination.
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F. No Implied Authori«. Any authórity delegatd to one Party by 

i

another.Paty is lim

ited .to

the terms ofthis Agreemeft. No Paty shall rely upon implied authority, and specifically

,

there is no delegated authority under his Agrëemeníto:

a. Make public policy;

b. Promulgate, atrìend or disregard any Party's programs or policies; or

c. Unitaterálly communic·ate or negoti

i

até, on behalf of the other Paítý, with any

member of the U.S, Congress or ay member ofits staff, any member ofthe Texas

Legislature or any member ofitš staff, or any federal or state agency

G. NO WAIVER OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY. THE PARTIES EXRESSLY AGREE

THAT NO PROVISIONOF THíS AGREEMENT IS AN ANY WAY INTENDED TO

CONSTITUTE A WAIVER BY THE PARTIES OF ANY IMMUNITIES FROM SUIT

OR FROM LIABILITY THAT THEY MAY HAVE BY OPERATION OF LAW.

H Seriliy. If·any provisi-on ofth:is Agreement is held invalid, illegal, 1 unenfòrceable:

a. such provision will be severed from this Agreement

b. the validity legality, and enforceability of the remaining provisions of this

Agreemnt will not be affected or impaired in any way; and

c. the. Parties shall negoti·ate.ingood faith in an attempt to agree to a substitute

provision that is valid, legal, and eñforceable and which carries out the Partieš

inentions to the gret.est lawflil extet under this Agree·ment.

I. Survivability, The termination of this Agreement for any reason will not release an

y.Party

from its obligations to comply with federal and state aws regarding the use and disclosre

of the informatió exchanged under this Agreciert.

J. No Intended Third-Party Beneficiaries, Nothing conained in this Ageement is intended

nor will it be construed to reate rights running to the benefit of third parties unless

otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement,

[EXECUTION PAGE FOLLOWS]
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An Le

CITY OF LA ORTE

 HARRIS COUNTY

By:

-7\
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2
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CorbyDi 4ander /

City
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ate: 
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'

. 1

2

9

Lina Hidalgo

C.u.nty Judge

D:ate:

Approved:

1 F 

By:

Barie· L. Robinson MPP, D', CC

Executive Director

Harris C!ouny Public Heath

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

CHRISTIAN D. MENEFEE

Coun

ty A

ttorney

By: 

An Le

Assistant County Attorney

iCA. File No.: 23 GEN2823
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ATTACHMENT A

Scope of Work

Wastewater surveillance povides early detetion of emerging diseases to improve public

 health

interventions. When om bined with other surveillance data iñclud

ing clinical cases, hosital bed

utilization, and laboratory testing. wastewatersurveillane data can give broader scope ofdisease

surv.ìllance 

to public health dep

artments. Conidering the gcogiaphical size, population density,

and divesity of Hrris County, consisten 

sampling of wastewater 

for SARS-CoV2.and

poteriially other types of palhogens·o

r markers wuld provid invauable i

nsights into the he

alth

of th community. Led by .ocal pubic he:alth departments, wastewater su

rveillance operations

mu.st be c

onducted in colla

boration 

with area wastewater treatment pl.ants.

Wastewater surveillanc hasproven to be a reliab

lemethod of passive mon

itoring for the

prešence o

f viral or baterial caseloas of pthogens in the waslewater influent, s

hed by infected

individuals. Wastewáter mo.nitoríng serves to estimate disease burden at a commuity level,

providing data that signifies areas that· are most at fisk and need 

increased tstig/vaccinations.

Wastewater surveillan

ce provides amore equitable

 approach to obtaining positìviy rates in

underserved communities including the hispanic and black communities, disproportionally

affected by COVID-19 ·and other emerging diseases

. Each Party will fos

er a collabrative

reearch relationship with the ther that is fous on develop

ment ofwastewater epidemiol

ogy

and testing initiative.
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ORDER OF COMMISSIONERS COURT

The Commissionerš Cort of Harris County Texas, met in regur ·s.essíon aí its regular

term at the Harris County Administration Building in the County of ouston, Texas, on

, with all members present excep

t

A quorum as present. Among other business, the following was trans

.

acted:

OR-DER AUTHOZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN HARRIS

COUNTY AND CITY OFLA ORTE TO EXCHANGE WSTEWATER

SURVEILLANCE DATA AND ALL RELATED APPURTENANCES

Commissione

r

 

introduced n order and moved that

Commissior:s. Couit adot the order. Commissioner

 

seconded the

motion for adption afthe order. The motion canying with ìtthe adoption of the order„

prevailed by the following vat:

Yes

 

No Abstain

Jude Lina Hidalgo

 

0 

0 

0

Comm. Rodney Ellis

  0 El

Comm. Adrian Garcia

 

  

Comm. Tom S. Ramsey, P.E 

 0 0

Comm. Lesley Briones

 0 0 El

The County Judge thereupon announced that th motio had duly and awfully carried

and that the order had been duly and lawfully adoped: The rder thus adopted follows:

IT IS ORDERED THAT:

1. The Harris County Juge is authorized > execute on

 behalf of Harrs Cunty the attched

Agreenìent beteen Harris County id City of La Porte to exchange wastewater

isurveillance ata and all related

 appurtenances.

2. All Harris County officials and employees are authorized todo any and all things

necessary or covenìent to accomplish the purpos ofthis order,
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