
DeWight Dopslauf, C.P.M., CPPO

Harris County Purchasing Agent

December 27, 2022

Commissioners Court

Harris County, Texas

RE: Interlocal Agreement(s)

Members of Commissioners Court:

Please approve the attached Order authorizing the County Judge to execute the attached Agreement(s) for the

following:

Description: Participation in the Cooperative Purchasing Program Administered by Equalis

Group, LLC and its Affiliates and Subsidiaries for Harris County

Agency: Equalis Group, LLC

Amount: $0

Reviewed by:  X    Harris County Purchasing    X    County Attorney’s Office

Sincerely,

DeWight Dopslauf

Purchasing Agent

MAM

Attachment

cc: Agency

FOR INCLUSION ON COMMISSIONERS COURT AGENDA JANUARY 10, 2023

1111 Fannin, 12th Floor, Houston, TX 77002   Tel 713-274-4400  Fax 713-755-6695
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MASTER INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT

 This	Master	Intergovernmental	Coopera Agreement”) is entered into by and between those

certain	government	agencies	that	execute	a	Management	Services	Agreement	(“Lead Agencies”)	with	Equalis	Group	LLC	(“Equalis

Group”)	to	be	appended	and	made	a	part	hereof	and	such	other	public	agencies,	non-profit	organiza

Purchasing Group Member”)	who	register	to	par

Equalis Group Purchasing Program”)	by	either	registering	on	an	Equalis	Group	Purchasing

Program	website	(such	as	www.equalisgroup.org)	or	by	execu

RECITALS

 WHEREAS,	aster	a	compe

Master Agreements”)	with	awarded	suppliers	to	provide	a	variety	of	goods,	products,	and	services	(“Products”) to the

applicable	Lead	Agency	and	Purchasing	Group	Members;

 WHEREAS, Master	Agreements	are	made	available	to	Purchasing	Group	Members	by	Lead	Agencies	through	the	Equalis	Group

Purchasing	Program	and	provide	that	Purchasing	Group	Members	may	voluntarily	purchase	Products	on	the	same	terms,	condi

 WHEREAS,	in	addi

 NOW, THEREFORE,	in	considera

hereto agree as follows:

1. Each	party	will	facilitate	the	coopera

2. The	procurement	of	Products	by	Purchasing	Group	Member	party	to	this	Agreement	shall	be	conducted	in	accordance	with

and	subject	to	the	relevant	federal,	state,	and	local	statutes,	ordinances,	rules,	and	regula

3. The	coopera

4. The	Lead	Agencies	will	make	 available,	 upon	 reasonable	 request	 and	 subject	 to	 convenience,	 informa

5. Purchasing	Group	Member	agrees	that	Equalis	Group	Purchasing	Program	may	provide	access	to	group	purchasing	organiza

GPO”)	 agreements	 directly	 or	 indirectly	 by	 enrolling	Purchasing	Group	Member	 in	 another	GPO’s	purchasing	program;

provided	that	the	purchase	of	Products	shall	be	at	Purchasing	Group	Member’s	sole	discre

6. Purchasing	Group	Member	shall	make	 Supplier”)

for	Products	procured	and	received	through	any	Master	Agreement	or	GPO	group	purchasing	agreement	(each	an	“Equalis

Agreement”)	in	accordance	with	the	terms	and	condi

7. Purchasing	Group	Member	 acknowledges	 and	 agrees	 that	 Equalis	Group	may	 receive	 fees	 (“Administra ”) from

Suppliers,	which	are	typically	calculated	as	a	percentage	of	the	dollar	value	of	purchases	made	by	Purchasing	Group	Member

under	an	Equalis	Agreement.	Equalis	Group’s	standard	Administra

Ø equalis

GROUP

tive Purchasing Agreement (the "

tions, and businesses (each a

ticipate in the cooperative purchasing programs administered by Equalis Group and

its affiliates and subsidiaries (collectively, "

ting a copy of this Agreement.

titive solicitation and selection process conducted by Lead Agencies, Lead Agencies enter into master

1 

1

agreements l 

tions,

and pricing as the Lead Agency, subject to any applicable federal and/or local purchasing ordinances and the laws of the State of

purchase; and

tion to Master Agreements, the Equalis Group Purchasing Program may from time to time offer Purchasing

Group Members the opportunity to acquire Products through othergroup purchasing agreements.

tion of the mutual covenants contained herein and of the mutual benefits to result, the parties

tive procurement of Products.

tionsthat govern Purchasing Group

Member's procurement practices.

tive use of Master Agreements and other group purchasing agreements shall be conducted in accordance with

the terms and conditions of such agreements, except as modification of those terms and conditions is otherwise allowed or

required by applicable federal, state, or local law.

tion about Master

Agreements which may assist in facilitating and improvingthe procurement of Products bythe Purchasing Group Member.

tion

tion.

timely payments to the distributor, manufacturer, or other vendor (each a "

tions of this Agreement and of the Equalis Agreement, as applicable.

tive Fees

tive Fees are two percent (2%) or less. Equalis Group shall

provide Purchasing Group Member with access to a listing of Equalis Agreements that provide for the payment to Equalis of

http://www.equalisgroup.org
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Administra

8. Purchasing	Group	Member	agrees	that	Products	purchased	under	Equalis	Agreements	are	for	Purchasing	Group	Member’s

own	use	in	the	conduct	of	its	business,	and	in	no	event	shall	Purchasing	Group	Member	sell,	resell,	lease,	or	otherwise	transfer

goods	purchased	through	Equalis	Agreements	to	an	unrelated	third	party	unless	expressly	permi

9. Payment	for	Products	and	inspec

10. Purchasing	Group	Member	shall	not	use	this	Agreement	or	the	terms	and	condi

11. Purchasing	Group	Member	shall	be	responsible	for	the	ordering	of	Products	under	this	Agreement.	A	non-procuring	party	shall

not	be	liable	in	any	fashion	for	any	viola

12. This	Agreement	shall	remain	in	effect	unless	terminated	by	one	party	giving	thirty	(30)	days’	wri

The provisions of Sec ,	6,	7,	8,	and 9	hereof	shall	survive	any	such	termina

13. If	any	term	or	provision	of	this	Agreement	is	held	invalid,	illegal,	or	unenforceable	in	any	jurisdic

14. This	Agreement	and	the	rights	and	obliga

Sec 	will	be	null	and	void.

15. This	 Agreement,	 together	 with	 any	 other	 documents	 incorporated	 herein	 by	 reference,	 cons

16. Equalis	shall	not	be	liable	to	Purchasing	Group	for	any	ac

17. Each	party	to	this	Agreement	acknowledges	it	has	read	the	Agreement	and	represents	and	warrants	that	it	has	the	necessary

legal	authority	and	is	legally	authorized	to	execute	and	enter	into	this	Agreement.

18. This	Agreement	shall	take	effect	upon	Purchasing	Group	Member	(i)	execu

Ø equalis

GROUP

tive Fee in excess of three percent (3%). Additionally, Equalis Group shall provide Purchasing Group Member with

access to an annual report listing Purchasing Group Member's purchases of Products through Equalis Agreements and the

associated Administrative Fees received by Equalis Group.

tted by the terms of the

applicable Equalis Agreement.

tionsand acceptance of Productsordered by Purchasing Group Membershall betheexclusive

obligation of Purchasing Group Member. Disputes between Purchasing Group Member and any Supplier shall be resolved in

accordance with the law and venue rules of the State of purchase unless otherwise agreed to by Purchasing Group Member

and the Supplier. The exercise of any rights or remedies by Purchasing Group Member shall be the exclusive obligation of

Purchasing Group Member.

tions of any Equalis Agreement as a method

for obtaining additional concessions or reduced prices for similar products or services.

tion by a party procuring Products under this Agreement. To the extent permitted by

law, the party procuring Products shall hold any non-procuring party harmless from any liability that may arise from action or

inaction of the party procuring Products. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, Equalis Group Purchasing Program

makes no representations or warranties regarding any Product or Equalis Agreement and shall have no liability for any act or

omission by a Supplierorother party underan Equalis Agreement.

tten notice to the other party.

tions 5 tion.

-

tion, such invalidity, illegality,

or unenforceability shall not affect any other term or provision of this Agreement or invalidate or render unenforceable such

term or provision in any other jurisdiction.

lions hereunder may not be assignable by either party hereto without the prior

written consent of the other party, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, conditioned, or delayed, provided,

however, that Purchasing Group Member and Equalis Group may assign their respective rights and obligations under this

Agreement without the consent of the other party in the event either Purchasing Group Member or Equalis Group shall

hereafter effect a corporate reorganization, consolidation, merger, merge into, sell to, or transfer all or substantially all of its

properties or assets to another entity. Subject to the preceding sentence, this Agreement will be binding upon, inure to the

benefit of, and be enforceable by the parties and their respective successors and assigns. Any instrument purporting to make

an assignment in violation of this 

tion 14

titutes the sole and entire

agreement of the parties tothis Agreement with respect tothe subject mattercontained herein, and supersedesall priorand

contemporaneous understandings, agreements, representations, and warranties, both written and oral, with respect to such

subject matter.

tion, or failure to take action, of a Supplier in connection with the

performance of Supplier's obligations under an Equalis Agreement.

ting a copy of this Agreement, or (ii) registering on

an Equalis Group Purchasing Program website.
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The	 easiest	 way	 to	 complete	 this	 form	 is	 to	 visit:	 www.equalisgroup.org/member-registra

.

Primary Contact Information

Name:

Title:

Phone #:

Email:

Which contract(s) are
you interested in?:

Authorized Signator

Name:

Title:

Date:

Signed:

IN WITNESS WHEREOF,	 I	hereby	acknowledge,	on	behalf	of	________________________________________________,	that	 I	have

read	and	agreed	to	the	general	terms	and	condi

Agency Information

Agency Name:

Agency Type:

Agency Department:

Street Address:

City / St / Zip:

Phone #:

Federal Tax ID:

Website URL:

Harris County

Ø equalis

GROUP

tion. You may also fill out this form

electronically, print and sign it, then scan and email the fully completed document to membership@eualisgroup.org

tions set forth in the Equalis Group Master Intergovernmental Purchasing Agreement.

http://www.equalisgroup.org/member-registra
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ORDER OF COMMISSIONERS COURT

Authorizing execution of agreement

 The Commissioners Court of Harris County, Texas, convened at a meeting of said Court at

the Harris County Administration Building in the City of Houston, Texas, on the ____ day of

_________________, 2023 with all members present except ___________________________.

 A quorum was present.  Among other business, the following was transacted:

ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL

COOPERATIVE PURCHASING AGREEMENT BETWEEN HARRIS COUNTY AND

EQUALIS GROUP LLC

 Commissioner ___________________________ introduced an order and moved that

Commissioners Court adopt the order.  Commissioner  ______________________ seconded the

motion for adoption of the order.  The motion, carrying with it the adoption of the order, prevailed

by the following vote:

 Vote of the Court  Yes No Abstain

Judge Hidalgo □ □   □

Comm. Ellis  □ □   □

Comm. Garcia □ □   □

Comm. Ramsey □ □   □

Comm. Briones □ □   □

 The County Judge thereupon announced that the motion had duly and lawfully carried and

that the order had been duly and lawfully adopted.  The order adopted follows:

IT IS ORDERED that County Judge Hidalgo be and is hereby authorized to execute for and on

behalf of Harris County an intergovernmental cooperative purchasing agreement between Harris

County and Equalis Group LLC to participate in the cooperative purchasing program administered

by Equalis Group LLC and its affiliates and subsidiaries; until terminated by either Party in

accordance with the terms of the Agreement; said Agreement being incorporated as though fully

set forth herein word for word.

All Harris County officials and employees are authorized to do any and all things necessary or

convenient to accomplish the purposes of this order.
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