
ORDER OF COMMISSIONERS COURT 
Authorizing execution of an Agreement 

 
 
 The Commissioners Court of Harris County, Texas, convened at a meeting of said Court at 
the Harris County Administration Building in the City of Houston, Texas, on 
____________________, 2022, with all members present except ___________________________. 
 
 A quorum was present.  Among other business, the following was transacted: 
 

ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN HARRIS 
COUNTY AND THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT 

HOUSTON 
 
 Commissioner ___________________________ introduced an order and moved that 
Commissioners Court adopt the order.  Commissioner  ______________________ seconded the 
motion for adoption of the order.  The motion, carrying with it the adoption of the order, 
prevailed by the following vote: 
 

 Vote of the Court  Yes No Abstain 
 
 Judge Hidalgo    □ □   □ 
 Comm. Ellis    □ □   □ 
 Comm. Garcia    □ □   □ 
 Comm. Ramsey, P.E.  □ □   □ 
 Comm. Cagle   □ □   □ 
 

 The County Judge thereupon announced that the motion had duly and lawfully carried 
and that the order had been duly and lawfully adopted.  The order adopted follows: 
 
IT IS ORDERED that County Judge is hereby authorized to execute for and on behalf of Harris 
County an Agreement with The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston for the 
purpose of supporting internships with UTHSC students. The Agreement is incorporated herein 
as though fully set forth word for word. 
 
All Harris County officials and employees are authorized to do any and all things necessary or 
convenient to accomplish the purposes of this order. 
 

 

 



              
 

LETTER OF AFFILIATION 
 
This Letter of Affiliation (“Agreement”) is entered into on the date signed (“Effective Date”), by and 
between Harris County, a body corporate and politic under the laws of the State of Texas (“County”), by 
and through Harris County Public Health (“Host Site”) and The University of Texas Health Science Center 
at Houston (“UTHealth Houston”), on behalf of its School of Public Health’s GET PHIT Program 
(“Program”) to place students in public health informatics internships with partnering organizations to 
utilize their knowledge and skills. 
 
The purpose of the Program is to reduce the nation’s health disparities and inequities by expanding the 
number of public health professionals trained in public health informatics and technology. The Program 
will train students from underrepresented backgrounds to fill a variety of public health roles, while 
building skills, competencies, foundational knowledge and hands-on activities in public health 
informatics.   
 
As part of the Program, UTHealth Houston will be responsible for the following: placing eligible students 
at host sites; establishing objectives and required activities for students in the Program; providing 
compensation to students, and facilitating an evaluation process with the Host Site and the students.  
   
The Host Site will be responsible for providing the students with the necessary onboarding and 
orientation activities to successfully complete the internship experience at the Host Site. Host Site will 
provide adequate supervision for the student’s internship experience.  Students in the Program will not 
replace any paid employees of the Host Site nor will any funds be exchanged between a student and the 
Host Site. Students will observe all UTHealth Houston Host Site policies on the safety of all involved and 
the confidentiality of patient records (if applicable). Students will adhere to any and all applicable 
federal, state, and licensing authorities’ laws, rules, and regulations concerning patient rights, patient 
privacy, and confidentiality of patient healthcare information.  
 
Host Site may immediately remove from its premises and/or from any area of operation of Host Site any 
student who poses an immediate threat or danger to personnel or to quality of services or for 
unprofessional behavior, as determined solely by Host Site. Host Site may request UTHealth Houston to 
withdraw or dismiss any student from the Program when his or her performance is unsatisfactory to 
Host Site or his or her behavior, in the sole discretion of Host Site , is disruptive or detrimental to Host 
Site operations. In such event, said student’s participation in the Program shall immediately cease. 
 
The Host Site agrees to participate in student evaluations, provide relevant reporting and feedback, and 
notify UTHealth Houston of any updates/changes to internship requirements. 
 
The Parties hereby acknowledge that they are independent contractors, and neither UTHealth Houston 
nor any of its agents, representatives, students, or employees shall be considered agents, 
representatives, or employees of Host Site or County. In no event shall this Agreement be construed as 
establishing a partnership or join venture or similar relationship between the Parties to his Agreement.  
 
To the extent allowed by law, each Party shall be responsible for all claims, liability, and property 
damage due to the activities of the Party's employees, officials, agent or subcontractors arising out of or 



under this Agreement and which result from any act, error, or omission, intentional tort, intellectual 
property infringement, or failure to pay a vendor, committed by the Party or its employees, officials, 
agents, consultants under contract, or any other entity over which it exercises control, to the extent 
permitted by law.  

The term of this Agreement shall be one year from the Effective Date and shall automatically renew 
from year-to-year, unless terminated as provided for herein. This Agreement may be terminated by 
either party upon 120 days written notice to the other party, provided, however, students shall be 
allowed to complete their current internship experience. 

Harris County 

By:________________________________ 
Lina Hidalgo 
County Judge 

The University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston 

By:________________________ 
Michael Blackburn PhD  
Executive Vice President, Chief  
Academic Officer 

Date:______________________ 
Date:_______________________________ 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
CHRISTIAN D. MENEFEE 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 

By: ________________________________ 
Sam Kirchhoff 
Assistant County Attorney 
CA File: 22GEN1525 

Approved: 

By: ________________________________ 
Barbie L. Robinson, MPP, JD, CHC 
Executive Director 
Harris County Public Health 
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