
July 21, 2022

Commissioners Court
Harris County, Texas

RE:    Personal Services Exemption - Local Government Code § 262.024 (a)(4)

Members of Commissioners Court:

Please approve an exemption from the competitive bid requirements and the attached Order(s)
authorizing the County Judge to execute the attached Agreement(s) for the following:

Description: Medical Examiner Services for the Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences

Vendor(s): Forensic Pathology Labs, PLLC

Term: August 02, 2022 - August 01, 2023

Amount: $132,000

Reviewed By: • Harris County Purchasing • Institute of Forensic Sciences

Dr. John will provide personal services under this agreement. Purchase order(s) will be issued as
required upon Commissioners Court approval

Sincerely,

DeWight Dopslauf
Purchasing Agent

TM 
Attachment(s)
cc: Vendor(s)

FOR INCLUSION ON COMMISSIONERS COURT AGENDA AUGUST 02, 2022



AGREEMENT BETWEEN HARRIS COUNTY

AND FORENSIC PATHOLOGY LABS, PLLC

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

§

COUNTY OF HARRIS §

This Personal Services Agreement ("Agreement") under 262.024 ofthe Texas Local Government

Code is made and entered into by and between Harris County (the "County"), a body corporate

and politic under the laws ofthe State of Texas, acting by and through the Harris County Institute

of Forensic Sciences ("Department"), and Forensic Pathology Labs, PLLC ("Contractof'). The

County and Contractor are referred to herein collectively as the "Parties" and individually as a

"Party."

1) GENERAL SCOPE OF SERVICES

A) Dr. Alex John shall personally provide the services described herein and none of

the work shall be performed by any other employee, servant, agent, delegate, or

subcontractor on Contractor' s behalf. Contractor shall provide medical examiner

services, including medicolegal exams of decedents requiring autopsies, as well as

comprehensive written autopsy reports (to include histology examination as

warranted) within 90 days of autopsy, as requested by the Department on an as

needed basis.

B) Contractor warrants and represents that Dr. John is a physician, licensed to practice

medicine in Texas, and is a forensic pathology board-certified pathologist in good

standing and is qualified to provide the requested services.

C) Contractor warrants and represents that it does not owe any debts to Harris County,

including, but not limited to delinquent taxes, court judgments, tickets, tolls, fees,

or fines. Taxes are deemed delinquent on the date certain as specified by the Harris

County Tax Office. For the purposes of this Agreement, a court judgment is not

required for delinquent taxes to be considered a debt.

D) 

Unless otherwise stated in this Agreement, words which have well-known technical

or industry meanings are used in accordance with such recognized meaning.

E) 

Contractor may not make, in whole or in part, any assignment o f this Agreement or

of any duty of obligation ofperformance ofthe Services hereunder. It is expressly

understood and agreed that all Services must be performed personally by Dr

. John

and such services shall not be assigned to or performed by any other person.

F) 

Contractor warrants and represents that it will deliver the Services in compliance with

all applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations

relating to the Services.



G) During the term of this Agreement, Contractor must not represent or undertake 

to

perform any services to any other party with respect to any matters that would present

a conflict of interest between the County and that other p

arty. In the event that a

conflict of interest arises, as determined solely by the Cou

nty, this Agreement will

terminate automatically and Contractor will not be entitled to payment for services

performed after the date of such termination.

2) INDEPENDENT PARTIES

A) The Services performed by the Contractor under this Agreement are performed by

Contractor as an independent contractor and in additio

n to Contractor's regul

ar

business. Contractor shall remain an independent contractor and shall not be

considered an employee, agent, borrowed servant, or partner of the County.

B) The County shallook to Contractor for results only. Contractor shall not be obligated

to maintain any set, regular hours, nor perform

 any set number of hours o f Service in

fulfilling Contractor's obligations. Contractor may start and cease work hereunder at

will as long as authorized services are performed satisfactorily and in a timely manner.

C) Contractor shall not have the legal status of an employee of the County and shall have

no right in or claim to any of the County's employee benefits or group insurance plans

or programs. Contractor acknowledges Contractor's independent contractor's status

and Contractor's sole responsibility with respect to payment of any and all taxes or

other assessments which may be payable as a result of the fees paid under this

Agreement. The County shall not provide to the Contractor Social Security,

unemployment compensation, disability insurance, workers' compensation, medical

malpractice, or similar coverage, or any other statutory benefit. The County shall not

withhold from Contractor's compensation any federal, state or local taxes except as

shall be required to be withheld pursuant to any applicable law or regulation.

D) IN THE EVENT THAT ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY OR COURT

OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION DETERMINES THAT CONTRACTOR

IS NOT AN INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR, CONTRACTOR AGREES TO

INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS THE COUNTY FOR ANY AND ALL

DAMAGES, PENALTIES, ASSESSMENTS, TAXES, AND EXPENSES THAT

MAY BE INCURRED BY COUNTY AS A RESULT OF THIS

DETERMINATION.

E) Neither Party shall have the authority to enter into contracts or agreements on behalf

of the other Party.

3) 

TERM

This Agreement begins upon final execution by the Parties and shall remain in full force

and effect for one year, unless earlier terminated in accordance with the terms herein.



4) CONTRACTOR'S COMPENSATION

A) County agrees to pay Contractor at a rate of $1,100 per autopsy performed,

including the resulting report.

B) The above amounts are intended to compensate Contractor for all time and

expenses. It is expressly understood that Contractor is neither authorized to seek

reimbursement nor is the County obligated to pay for postage, long distance

telephone calls, parking fees, travel, mileage, lodging, or other costs or expenses

(similar or dissimilar).

5) TERMS OF PAYMENT

A) Subject at all times to the Limit of Appropriation and any required approvals from

the County as set forth in this Agreement, the County agrees to pay the Contractor

according to the rates found in Section 4 of this Agreement. County shall pay 90%

of the amount due for each autopsy upon completion ofthe autopsy, and shall pay

the other 10% upon completion/approval of the autopsy report.

B) In order to receive payment, Contractor shall submit to the designated Department

representative on the last day ofeach month a statement which details the Services

provided. The statement should, at a minimum, identify who provided the Services,

include a description of the Services and the dates and times for performance of

Services. The Department, at its discretion and as reasonable, may request more

information and paperwork to be provided in order to be acceptable by the County

Auditor. Upon approval by the Department, the statement shall be forwarded to

the County Auditor. The County shall pay each invoice as approved by the County

Auditor in accordance with the laws ofthe State of Texas.

6) LIMIT OF APPROPRIATION

A) Contractor understands and agrees, said understanding and agreement also being of

the absolute essence of this Agreement, that the total maximum compensation that

Contractor may become entitled to for the Services performed under this Agreement,

and the total maximum sum that the County shalI become liable to pay to Contractor

under this Agreement, shall not under any conditions, circumstances, or

interpretations thereof exceed the sum of One-Hundred Thirty-Two Thousand and

No/Dollars ($132,000.00). Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, or that may be

construed to the contrary, the County's liability under the terms and provisions of

 

this

Agreement is limited to this sum.

B) Contractor understands and agrees that the laws governing the letting of contracts

for the County require the approval of the Harris County Auditor and his

certification that funds are, or will be, available for the payment of the obligations

r.



created under th

e Agreement before such con

tracts becom

e effective. Therefore,

Contracto

r shall no

t proceed with any S

ervices until such

 time that i

t receives a

Purchase Order issued b

y the Harris County Purchasin

g Agent. Any Services

performed by Contractor pri

or to its rec

eipt of a Purchas

e Order are at

 Contractor

's

own expense.

C) Contractor

 does un

derstand and agree, sa

id underst

anding and agreement also being

of the absolute essence of this Agreement, that the to

tal maximum compensation

that Contrac

tor may become entitled to

 hereunder

, and the to

tal maximum sum that

the Contractor shall become liable to pay to Contracto

r hereunder, shall not und

er

any conditio

ns, circum

stances, or i

nterpretatio

ns ther

eof exce

ed the sum certi

fied

by the Purchase 

Order. Notwithstanding anyth

ing to the co

ntrary, or tha

t may be

construed to the contrary

, the County's lia

bility under the 

terms and provision

s of

this Agreement is limited to this sum. When all the funds so certified ar

e expended,

Contractor's sole and exclusive remedy shall be to terminate this Agreement. Ifthe

Services and charges to be provided for will equal or exceed the amount certified

available, Contractor shall notify the County immediately.

7) TEXAS PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT

A) The Parties expressly acknowledge that this Agreement is subject to the Texas

Public Information Act, Tex. Gov't Code Ann. §§ 552.001 et seq., as amended (the

"Act"). Contractor expressly understands and agrees that the County shall reease

any and all information necessary to comply with Texas law without the prior

written consent of Contractor.

B) It is expressly understood and agreed that the County, its officers and employees

may request advice, decisions and opinions of the Attorney General of Texas

("Attorney General") in regard to the application o f the Act to any software, or any

part thereof, or other information or data furnished to the County, whether or not

the same are available to the public. It is further understood that the County, its

officers and employees shall have the right to rely on the advice, decisions, and

opinions o f the Attorney General, and that the County, its o fficers, and employees

shall have no liability or obligations to Contractor for the disclosure to the public,

or to any person or persons, o f any software, or a part thereof, or other information

or data furnished to the County in reliance on any advice, decision or opinion o f the

Attorney Genera.

C) In the event the County receives a written request for information pursuant to the

Act that affects Contractor's rights, title to, or interest in any information or data or

a part thereof, furnished to the County by Contractor under this Agreement, then

the County will promptly notify Contractor of such request. Contractor may, at its

own option and expense, prepare comments and submit information directly to the

Attorney General stating why the requested information is exempt from disclosure

pursuant to the requirements of the Act. Contractor is solely responsible for

submitting the memorandum brie f and information to the Attorney General within

the time period prescribed by the Act. Contractor is solely responsible for seeking



any decl
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D) Electronic 

Mail Addresses. Contractor a

ffirmatively co

nsents to the

 disclosure

 of

its e-mail addre

sses that a

re provi

ded to the

 County, i

ncludin

g any agen

cy or

department of the County

. This con

sent is intended to com

ply with the

requirements of th

e Act, and sh

all survive 

termination of

 this Agreement. This

consent s

hall appl

y to e-m

ail address

es provi

ded by C

ontractor a

nd agents a

cting

on behalf

 of Contracto

r and shall app

ly to any 

e-mail addr

ess provid

ed in an

y form

for any reason whether related to this Agreement or otherwise.

8) TERMINATION

A) The County or 

the Contractor 

may terminate thi

s Agreement at any

 time by

providing thirty (30) da

ys' notice in

 writing to the oth

er party

.

B) Upon receip

t of termination notice from

 the County, Contractor sha

ll discontin

ue all

Services in 

connection with the perf

ormance of this Agreement and sha

ll proceed to

cancel promptly all existing 

orders and contract

s insofar as such 

orders or cont

racts

are chargeable to this Agreement.

C) Within thirty (30) 

days after receipt of notice of term

ination from th

e County,

Contractor agr

ees to submit an invoice sh

owing in detail

 the Service

s perform

ed under

this Agreement up to and including the date oftermination.

D) The County agrees to pay Contractor that pro

portion of the prescribed charges for the

Services actually performed and deliverables actually received under this Agreement

bear to tle total Services or deliverables called for under this Agreement, less such

payments on account ofcharges as have previously been made.

E) Force Mjeure. In the event that either Party is unable to perform any of their

obligations under the Agreement or to enjoy any of the benefits because of natural

disaster, actions or decrees of governmental bodies or communications line failure not

the fault ofthe affected party (referred to as a

 

"Force Majeure

 

Event"), the Party who

has been so affected immediately agrees to give notice to the other Party and agrees

to do everything possible to resume performance. Upon receipt of such notice, the

Agreement is immediately suspended. If the period of nonperformance exceeds ten

(10) calendar days from the receipt of notice of the Force Mqeure Event, the Party

whose ability to perform has not been so affected may terminate the Agreement

immediately by giving written notice to the other Party.

I Copies of all completed or partially completed information, programs, inventions,

software (including source code), firmware, designs, documentation or data (the

"Documents") developed, created or invented under this Agreement shall be delivered

to the County when this Agreement is terminated or completed.



9) NOTICE

A) Any notice required to be given under the provisions ofthis Agreement shall be in

writing and shall be duly served when it shall have been delivered in person or

deposited, enclosed in a wrapper with the proper postage prepaid thereon, and duly

registered or certified, return receipt requested, in a United States Post Office,

addressed to the County or Contractor at the following addresses. If mailed, any

notice or communication shall be deemed to be received three (3) days after the

date of deposit in the United States Mail. Unless otherwise provided in this

Agreement, all notices shall be delivered to the following addresses:

To Contractor: 

Forensic Pathology Labs, PLLC

102 Sunset Terrace Ct.

Montgomery, TX 77316

To the County: Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences

1861 Old Spanish Trail

Houston, Texas 77054

Attn.: Julie Prine

Copy To: 

Harris County Purchasing Agent

1001 Preston, Suite 670

Houston, Texas 77002

Attn:

B) Either Party may designate a different address by giving the other Party ten (10)

days written notice.

10) COMPLIANCE AND STANDARDS

A) Contractor represents and warrants that Dr. John is capable and willing to provide

the Services called for in the Agreement, and will render the Services in accordance

with the generally accepted standards applicable to the Services. Dr. John shall use

that degree of care and skill commensurate with the profession to comply with all

applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations relating

to the Services and Contractor's performance to be rendered hereunder. Contractor

represents that Dr. John is fully qualified to perform the Services described in this

Agreennent.

B) Contractor and Dr. John shall keep confidential the contents of all discussions with

County officials. They shall keep confidential the contents of all County records and

all other information obtained during Contractor's performance ofthe Services under

this Agreement. Contractor and Dr. John shall not release any confidential

infonnation unless the County, in writing, authorizes the release of specific

information to a third parties.



C) Neither Contractor nor Dr. John shall access any information they are not authorized

to receive, nor shall they copy, recreate, or use any proprietary information or

Documents obtained in connection with this Agreement other than for the

performance of this Agreement.

D) Contractor warrants and represents that it is not in breach of any other contract,

obligation or covenant that would affect Contractor's ability to perform hereunder

and, as a result of entering into this Agreement, will not breach any such contract,

obligation, or covenant.

E) Conflict of Interest: Contractor warrants and represents to the County that it does not

have nor shall it knowingly acquire any interest that would conflict in any manner

with the performance of its obligations under this Agreement. Furthermore,

Contractor warrants that no company or person, other than a bona fide employee, has

been employed to solicit or secure this subcontract with County, and that Contractor

has not paid or agreed to pay any company or person, other than a bona fide

employee, any fee, commission, percentage, brokerage fee, gift, or any other

consideration, contingent upon or resulting from the award or making of this

Agreement. For breach or violation ofthis provision, the County shall have the right

to terminate the Agreement without liability or in its discretion to deduct from the

Agreement amount, or otherwise recover, the full amount of such fee, commission,

brokerage fee, gift, or contingent fee.

F) Lobbing: Contractor shall not use County funds to directly or indirectly pay any

person for influencing or attempting to influence any public employee or official in

connection with the awarding of any contract or the extension, continuation, renewal,

amendment or modification ofany contract. Pursuant to 31 U.S.C.A. § 1352 (2003),

i f at any time during the Agreement term funding to Contractor exceeds $100,000.00,

Contractor shall file with the County the Federal Standard Form LLL titled

"Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying."

G) 

No Federal Exclusion: Contractor warrants and represents that it is not debarred,

suspended, or otherwise excluded from or ineligible for participation in any Federal

programs, including but not limited to the following: Department of Health and

Human Services (DHHS), Office of Inspector General (OIG) - List of Excluded

Individuals & Entities (LEIE); U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) -

Excluded Parties List System (EPLS); All States (50) Health & Human Services

Commission Medicaid OIG Sanction List; Government Terrorist Watch List (OFAC

/ Patriot Act); Department of Commerce, Bureau of Industry and Security, Denied

Persons List; and Department of Homeland Security, Immigration and Customs

Enforcement (ICE) Most Wanted. Contractor must immediately notify the County

of any such exclusion or suspension. Contractor warrants and represents that it is in

good standing with all State and Federal agencies that have a contracting or

regulatory relationship with the County. Contractor warrants and represents that no

person who has an ownership or controlling interest in Contractor's business or who

is an agent or managing employee of Contractor has been convicted of a criminal

r



offense related to involvement in any federal program.

H) County and its designee shall have the right to conduct examinations, studies and

audits ofthe services, payments, and efficiencies provided under this Agreement and

County may make such examinations, studies, and audits at any time whether before

or after payment. Contractor shall cooperate with such examinations, studies, and

audits and prov

ide County with such records, 

data documents, including all of

Contractor's backup and support data for billings, and Contractor shall provide access

to such records, data, documents and personnel as are requested by County or the

County Auditor. All payments made by County are subject to re-evaluation and

refund or withholding of future payments conditioned on the results ofthe audit. This

section shall survive termination of this Agreement.

I) Prior to execution ofthe Agreement, Contractor shall, as an update, complete Form

1295 in accordance with Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 2252.908 concerning "Interested

Parties," Contractor warrants and represents that all the information on the form is

complete and accurate.

J) Foreign Terrorists Organizations. In accordance with Tex. Gov't Code Ann.

Chapter 2252 Subchapter F, Contractor warrants and represents that, at the time of

execution of this Agreement and for the duration of the Term of this Agreement

and any Renewal Terms, Contractor does not appear on the Texas State

Comptroller's list of companies known to have contracts with or provide supplies

or services to a foreign terrorist organization.

K) Anti-Boycott. In accordance with Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 2270.002, Contractor

warrants and represents that it does not boycott Israel and agrees that it will not

boycott IsraeI during the term ofthis contract.

11) PUBLIC CONTACT

Contact with the news media, citizens of Harris County, or governmental agencies shall be

the responsibility ofthe County, except that the Contractor may interact with governmental

agencies as necessary to fulfill the services of this Contract. Under no circumstances shall

Contractor release any material or information developed in the performance of its Services

without the express written permission of the County.

12) APPLICABLE LAW AND VENUE

A) The Agreement is subject to the state and federal laws, orders, rules, and regulations

relating to the Agreement and funded by state or federal funds or of applicable

conditions ofparticipation in Medicaid or Medicare program(s).

B) This Agreement is governed by the laws ofthe State of Texas.

C) The forum for any action under or related to the Agreement is exclusively in a state or

federal court of competent jurisdiction in Texas.



D) The exclusive venue for any action under or related to the Agreement is in a state or

federal court of competent jurisdiction in Houston, Harris County, Texas.

13) TAXES AND CHARGES

A) The County is a political subdivision under the laws of the State of Texas and claims

exemption from sales and use taxes under Tex. Tax Code Ann. §151.309, as

amended. The County agrees to provide exemption certificates to Contractor upon

request.

B) The County is neither liable for any personal property taxes, charges, or fees

assessed against Contractor nor obligated to reimburse Contractor for any taxes,

charges, or fees assessed against Contractor for the supplies provided or any

Services rendered.

14) NO PERSONAL LIABILITY; NO WAIVER OF IMMUNITY

A) Nothing in the Agreement is construed as creating any personal liability on the part

ofany officer, director, employee, or agent of any public body that may be a Party

to the Agreement, and the Parties expressly agree that the execution of the

Agreement does not create any personal liability on the part of any officer, director,

employee, or agent ofthe County.

B) The Parties agree that no provision ofthis Agreement extends the County's iability

beyond the liability provided in the Texas Constitution and the laws ofthe State of

Texas.

C) Neither the execution of this Agreement nor any other conduct of either Party

relating to this Agreement shall be considered a waiver by the County of any right,

defense, or immunity under the Texas Constitution or the laws of the State ofTexas.

D) The County does not agree to binding arbitration, nor does the County waive its

right to a jury trial.

15) NO FEDERAL EXCLUSION

A) Contractor warrants that Contractor is not an "Ineligible Person." An "Ineligible

Person" is an individual or entity who:

i) is currently excluded, debarred, suspended, or otherwise ineligible to

participate in any federal and/or state grant, health care program, or in

federal and/or state procurement or nonprocurement programs. This

includes but is not limited to persons who are on the List of Excluded

Individuals or Entities of the Inspector General, List of Parties excluded



from Federal Programs by the General Services Administration or the

Medicaid Sanction List; or,

ii) has been convicted of a criminal offense related to the provision of health

care items or services [within the rules and regulations of42 USC §1320a-

7(a)], but has not yet been excluded, debarred, suspended, or otherwise

declared ineligible.

B) Contractor agrees to report immediately to the County if Contractor becomes an

"Ineligible Person" during the term of this Agreement.

16) OWNERSHIP OF DOCUMENTS; COPYRIGHT

A) Contractor agrees that for the purposes o f assigning copyright ownership, any and

all completed or partially completed data, information, reports, programs,

inventions, software, firmware, designs, preliminary layouts, record drawings,

digital files, photographs, sketches, and all other electronic or hardcopy documents

or documentation (the "Documents") developed pursuant to the Services performed

under this Agreement, shall be the sole property of the County. If needed to perform

the obligations in this section, Contractor will secure consent from Designated

Personnel.

B) Contractor represents that it has the right to assign and hereby assigns to the County

all rights, title, copyright ownership and interest in any completed or partially

completed data (including source codes), information, reports, programs,

inventions, software, firmware, designs, preliminary layouts, record drawings,

digital files, photographs, sketches, and all other electronic or hardcopy documents

or documentation to be developed or has already been developed, created or

invented pursuant to this Agreement or any other agreements that Contractor may

currently have or had in the past, with the County.

C) Within seven (7) days after its development, creation, or invention, Contractor

agrees to deliver to the County, copies, in a form acceptable to the County, of any

and all such Documents. Contractor may retain one set ofreproducible copies ofall

Documents for the sole use of performing Services for the County. Contractor is

expressly prohibited from selling, donating, licensing or otherwise marketing, or

divulging to third parties, any Document, or using such Documents in the

preparation of other work for any other client, without the express written

permission ofthe County.

17) AUDIT RIGHTS

A) Audit Rihts. The Contractor shall cooperate to the fullest extent with any and all

federal, state, local, or County audits related to this Agreement. The Contractor's

cooperation shall include, but not be limited to access to all books, records,

contracts, spreadsheets, correspondence, and documents, in whatever form, that are



applicable to this Agreement and requested by any federal, state, local, or County

entity that has rights or jurisdiction over any part of this Agreement or the funds

applicable to this Agreement.

B) Record Retention. The Contractor agrees to provide all books, records, contracts,

spreadsheets, correspondence, and documents applicable to this Agreement to the

County at the conclusion of this contract. The County can retain all of these records

according to its established retention schedule.

18) WAIVER OF BREACH

Waiver by either Party o f a breach or violation of any provision of the Agreement is not a

waiver of any subsequent breach.

19) SEVERABILITY

If any provision or part of the Agreement or its application to any person, entity, or

circumstance is ever held by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid for any

reason, the remainder ofthe Agreement and the application of such provision or part ofthe

Agreement to other persons, entities, or circumstances are not affected.

20) SURVIVAL OF TERMS

Any provision of this Agreement that, by its plain meaning, is intended to survive the

expiration or earlier termination of this Agreement including, but not limited to the

indemnification provision, shall survive such expiration or earlier termination. If an

ambiguity exists as to survival, the provision shall be deemed to survive

21) CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION

A) This Agreement shall not be construed against or in favor of any Party hereto

based upon the fact that the Party did or did not author this Agreement.

B) The headings in this Agreement are for convenience or reference only and shall not

control or affect the meaning or construction of this Agreement.

C) When terms are used in the singular or plural, the meaning shall apply to both.

D) When either the male or female gender is used, the meaning shall apply to both.

22) SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS

A) The County and Contractor bind themselves and their successors, executors,

administrators, and assigns to the other Party of this Agreement and to the

successors, executors, administrators, and assigns o f such other Party, in respect to

all covenants o f this Agreement.



B) Neither the County nor Contractor shall assign, sublet, or transfer their interests in

this Agreement without written consent ofthe other, which will not be unreasonably

withheld.

23) NO THIRD-PARTY BENEFICIARIES

A) The County is not obligated or liable to any party other than Contractor for the

performance of this Agreement.

B) Nothing in the Agreement is intended or shall be deemed or construed to create any

additional rights or remedies in any third party.

C) Nothing contained in the Agreement shall be construed to or operate in any manner

whatsoever to increase the rights of any third party, or the duties or responsibilities

of County with respect to any third party.

24) EFFECTIVE DATE

The Effective Date of this Agreement will be the date the Agreement is approved by the

Parties.

25) ENTIRE AGREEMENT; MODIFICATIONS

A) This instrument contains the entire Agreement between the Parties relating to the

rights herein granted and obligations herein assumed.

B) Any oral or written representations or modifications concerning this instrument

shall not be effective excepting a subsequent written modification signed by both

Parties.

26) EXECUTION, MULTIPLE COUNTERPARTS

This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts. Each counterpart is deemed an

original. All counterparts together constitute one and the same instrument. Each Party

warrants that the undersigned is a duly authorized representative with the power to execute

this Agreement.

[SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS]
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ATTACHMENT 1-B

As a contractor serving the Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences (HCIFS), it is expected

that the below requirements and operational guidelines will be followed.  If any of the

information below changes, you will be notified directly by HCIFS.

- Any / all work time spent at HCIFS must be scheduled at least a week in advance if at all

possible, by coordinating with the designated point person within the Pathology

Division.  You will be scheduled only if there is an HCIFS need.

- HCIFS will not be arranging nor paying for any travel / lodging arrangements if needed.

- Prior to your first day of work at HCIFS, you will be provided Department Standard

Operating Procedures (SOPs) for your review and acceptance.  You may also be required

to attend an on-site orientation.  You will be provided a temporary building access card

that you will need to pick up prior to your first day, during usual business hours (M-F,

8:00-5:00).  You will not be permitted to provide any services to HCIFS until these

activities are completed.

- You will be provided a parking pass that will allow you to park in front of the building

during evenings and weekends.  If you will be working any time during regular business

hours (8:00am – 5:00pm, Monday – Friday) you will be provided an access card to a

nearby parking garage (the same garage HCIFS employees park in).

- Your building access will be limited to the following:  morgue and evidence receiving

areas (Floor 1), pathology office area, investigations area, and conference room (Floor

2), and if working on weekdays, the multipurpose room (Floor 8). 

- Cases will be assigned to you each morning of work.  You will not be given any homicide

cases or otherwise potential criminal cases.  You will be assigned up to three autopsies

per day.

- While you are free to bring your own autopsy tools, the Department can provide those

to you while you are providing services to HCIFS.  You will also be provided a morgue

technician and photographer to assist you with your exams.

- You will be provided a designated office space within the pathology office area, access

to a desktop computer and microscope; network folders including pathology and

photography files; and access to the electronic case management system.  You may

request remote access to the network if needed.  All physical case must remain in the

office and cannot be taken off-site.  It is expected that you will utilize the Department’s

dictation service, and histology and toxicology services, as directed in the relevant

Department SOPs.

- Upon request only, you may take histology slides offsite to review.  You will be provided

a request form to inventory all slides removed from the office and are expected to

return the slides as soon as possible upon examination completion.  To ensure HCIFS 
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continues to follow all accreditation requirements, if you will be examining slides offsite

you will need to provide HCIFS with documentation / certification showing the offsite

microscope you are using has been properly inspected and cleaned by a qualified

vendor.  The microscope will need to be maintained in this manner on an annual basis. 

HCIFS can assist you with this requirement by identifying a vendor and/or scheduling the

service if needed.  The return of all slides is required before HCIFS will recognize an

autopsy report as “complete”.

- HCIFS facilities, equipment, space, and resources (including consultants who provide

regular advice to the Department) may only be used for HCIFS cases – no outside work

may be performed using HCIFS facilities, equipment, space, or resources.  Similarly, the

details surrounding the services you provide HCIFS cases may not be shared or disclosed

to anyone outside the Department for any reason, unless specifically authorized and

coordinated by the Department.  This includes specific case information, investigator

notes and descriptions, scene or exam photographs, Department protocols, and any

other information that could be considered sensitive or private in some way.

- You are welcome to attend any internal CME classes or seminars that are offered at

HCIFS while you are providing services to the Department.

- You will be paid per case – 90% paid for the exam and 10% paid upon final report

completion / approval.  Case cause and manner must be classified as soon as possible.

Reports must be submitted within 90 days of exam for review and approval, as directed

in the relevant Department SOP.  If additional time is needed due to delays outside of

your control, HCIFS will allow for an extension if necessary upon request.  You may be

asked to amend / edit reports to ensure you are meeting HCIFS quality standards.

- You will be given access to the Texas Electronic Vital Events Register (TxEVER) so you can

certify the death within five days of examination. In order to facilitate this process, the

HCIFS Administrative Services Office will scan and email your case COD sheets to you

with the EDR numbers included. Once you complete the death certifications in TxEVER,

you must notify the Administrative Services Office by email.

- It is not assumed that you will need to participate in any pre-trial conferences or court

testimony.  In the event you receive a subpoena to testify on an HCIFS case, HCIFS will

provide a substitute pathologist.



ORDER OF COMMISSIONERS COURT

Authorizing Execution of Personal Services Agreement with Forensic Pathology Labs, PLLC

for Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences

The Commissioners Court of Harris County, Texas, met in regular session at its regular

term at the Harris County Administration Building in the City of Houston, Texas, on

, with all members present except

A quorum was present. Among other business, the following was transacted:

ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A PERSONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT

WITH FORENSIC PATHOLOGY LABS, PLLC TO PROVIDE MEDICAL EXAMINER

SERVICES FOR THE HARRIS COUNTY INSTITUTE OF FORENSIC SCIENCES

Commissioner

 introduced an order and moved that

Commissioners Court adopt the order. Commissioner

 seconded the

motion for adoption of the order. The motion, carrying with it the adoption of the order,

prevailed by the following vote:

Vote of the Court

 Yes Ng

 Abstain

Judge Hidalgo

Comm. Ellis

Comm. Garcia

Comm. Ramsey, P.E.

Comm. Cagle

0 

0 

0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 

0 

0

0 0 0

The County Judge thereupon announced that the motion had duly and lawfully carried

and that the order had been duly and lawfully adopted. The order adopted follows:

IT IS ORDERED that County Judge Lina Hidalgo be, and she is hereby authorized to execute,

for and on behalf of Harris County, a Personal Services Agreement with Forensic Pathology Labs,

PLLC to provide medical examiner services for the Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences

for an amount not to exceed $132,000.

All Harris County officials and employees are authorized to do any and all things necessary or

convenient to accomplish the purpose of this Order.
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