
November 15, 2021

Commissioners Court
Harris County, Texas

RE:    Personal Services Exemption - Local Government Code § 262.024 (a)(4)

Members of Commissioners Court:

Please approve an exemption from the competitive bid requirements and the attached Order(s)
authorizing the County Judge to execute the attached Agreement(s) for the following:

Description: Medical Examiner Services for the Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences

Vendor(s): Dr. Melissa Blessing

Term: November 30, 2021 - November 29, 2022

Amount: $132,000

Reviewed By: • Harris County Purchasing • Institute of Forensic Sciences

Purchase order(s) will be issued as required upon Commissioners Court approval.

Sincerely,

DeWight Dopslauf
Purchasing Agent

EB 
Attachment(s)
cc: Vendor(s)

FOR INCLUSION ON COMMISSIONERS COURT AGENDA NOVEMBER 30, 2021
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san

d an

d

No/D

ollar

s ($1

32,0

00.0

0). 

Notwiths

tan

ding any

thing t

o the

 con

trary

, or

 tha

t may b

e

con

stru

ed to the co

ntra

ry, 

the C

oun

ty's 

liab

ilit

y un

der

 the te

rms a

nd pro

visio

ns of this

Agre

em

ent 

is 

lim

ited

 to th

is s

um

.

B) 

Con

trac

tor un

ders

tand

s an

d ag

rees

 tha

t th

e la

ws g

ove

rning

 the

 letti

ng o

f con

tra

cts

for 

the 

Coun

ty req

uire 

the 

app

rov

al o

f th

e 

Harr

is C

oun

ty A

ud

itor 

and

 h

is

cert

ific

atio

n th

at f

und

s are

, or will b

e, a

vailable

 for t

he p

aym

ent 

of the 

obl

igat

ion

s

crea

ted

 und

er t

he A

gre

ement 

bef

ore 

suc

h co

ntra

cts b

eco

me e

ffec

tive. Th

erefore,

Con

tract

or s

hall 

not p

roce

ed w

ith a

ny Se

rvices

 un

til s

uch 

tim

e tha

t sh

e rec

eive

s a

Purc

hase

 Order

 issu

ed 

by t

he H

arris

 Coun

ty Pu

rcha

sing 

Agent

. Any 

Serv

ices

perfo

rmed b

y Contr

actor pri

or to

 its 

receipt

 of a P

urch

ase 

Orde

r are

 at C

ontr

acto

r's
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ow

n e

xp

en

se

.

C) 

C

on

tra

cto

r d

oe

s 

un

de

rs

ta

nd

 an

d ag

ree

, sa

id u

nd

er

sta

nd

in

g a

nd a

gre

em

en

t al

so b

ein

g

of

 th

e 

ab

so

lu

te

 e

ss

en

ce

 o

f th

is 

A

gr

ee

men

t 

th

at

 th

e 

tot

al m

ax

im

u

m

 co

m

pe

n

sat

ion

th

at

 C

on

tra

ct

or

 m

ay

 be

co

m

e 

en

tit

le

d to

 he

re

un

de

r,

 a

nd

 t

he

 t

ot

al m

ax

im

um

 su

m

 t

ha

t

th

e C

on

tra

ct

or s

ha

ll 

be

co

m

e 

lia

bl

e 

to

 p

ay

 to

 C

on

tra

ct

or

 h

ere

un

de

r

, s

ha

ll 

no

t u

n

de

r

an

y 

co

nd

iti

on

s,

 c

irc

um

st

an

ce

s,

 o

r i

nte

rp

re

ta

tio

ns

 th

er

eo

f e

xc

ee

d 

the

 su

m c

er

tif

ie

d

by

 th

e 

Pu

rc

ha

se

 O

rd

er.

 N

otw

ith

sta

nd

ing

 an

yth

ing

 to

 th

e 

co

nt

rar

y, 

or

 th

at

 m

a

y 

be

co

ns

tru

ed

 to

 th

e c

on

tra

ry

, t

he

 C

ou

nt

y's

 li

ab

ili

ty

 un

de

r t

he

 te

rm

s a

nd

 p

rov

isi

on

s

 of

this 

A

gr

ee

m

en

t i

s l

im

it

ed

 to

 th

is

 su

m. W

he

n

 all

 t

he

 fu

nd

s s

o

 ce

rti

fie

d ar

e 

ex

pe

nd

ed

,

Con

tra

cto

r'

s s

ol

e a

nd

 e

xc

lu

siv

e r

em

ed

y s

ha

ll 

be

 to

 te

rm

ina

te 

th

is 

A

gre

em

en

t. 

If

th

e

Se

rv

ice

s a

nd

 ch

arg

es

 to

 b

e 

pro

vide

d 

fo

r w

ill 

eq

ual

 o

r e

xc

ee

d t

he

 a

m

ou

nt

 c

er

tifi

ed

av

ail

ab

le, 

Con

tra

cto

r sh

all

 no

tif

y th

e C

ou

nt

y i

m

mediat

ely

.

7)

 

T

EX

AS P

U

BLIC

 IN

FO

R

M

A

TIO

N A

CT

A) 

Th

e 

Pa

rti

es 

ex

pr

es

sly

 a

ck

no

w

led

ge 

tha

t th

is 

Agr

eem

en

t is

 s

ubj

ec

t t

o 

th

e T

exa

s

Pu

bli

c I

nfor

mati

on

 Act,

 T

ex. G

ov

't C

ode

 A

nn

. §§

 55

2.0

01 

et 

seq

., as

 am

en

de

d (

th

e

Act"

). 

Co

ntr

act

or 

ex

pr

ess

ly 

un

de

rst

an

ds

 an

d a

gr

ee

s th

at t

he

 C

ou

nt

y s

ha

ll

 rel

eas

e

an

y 

an

d 

al

l inf

or

m

ati

on

 ne

ce

ssa

ry

 to

 c

om

pl

y 

with

 T

ex

as

 la

w

 w

ith

ou

t th

e p

rio

r

writt

en 

co

nse

nt 

of Cont

rac

tor

.

B) 

It 

is 

ex

pre

ssl

y u

nd

er

sto

od

 an

d a

gre

ed 

tha

t th

e C

ou

nt

y, i

ts 

off

ice

rs 

an

d e

mpl

oye

es

may

 re

qu

es

t a

dvice

, d

ec

isio

ns 

an

d o

pinion

s 

of

 th

e A

tto

rne

y 

Gene

ral 

of 

Te

xa

s

("A

tto

rne

y 

Gen

era

l")

 in

 re

ga

rd 

to th

e a

pp

lic

at

ion

 of th

e A

ct 

to 

an

y so

ftw

ar

e, 

or a

ny

pa

rt 

th

ere

of, 

or 

oth

er 

in

for

mati

on

 or 

dat

a f

urn

ish

ed

 to

 th

e C

ou

nty

, w

he

the

r o

r 

no

t

the

 sa

me a

re 

ava

ila

ble

 to

 th

e p

ub

lic. 

It is 

fu

rth

er 

un

de

rsto

od

 t

hat

 th

e C

ou

nty

, its

offi

ce

rs 

an

d e

mplo

yee

s s

ha

ll 

ha

ve 

the

 ri

gh

t t

o r

ely

 o

n t

he 

ad

vice

, d

ecis

ion

s, 

and

op

inion

s o

f the

 A

ttor

ne

y G

ene

ral

, a

nd 

tha

t th

e C

ou

nty

, its

 offic

ers

, an

d e

mplo

yee

s

sha

ll h

ave

 no

 li

ab

ilit

y or

 ob

lig

at

ion

s t

o C

ont

ra

cto

r fo

r 

the

 dis

clo

sur

e t

o t

he 

pu

bli

c,

or 

to 

an

y pe

rso

n or

 pe

rso

ns

, of

 an

y s

oftw

are

, o

r a

 pa

rt t

her

eo

f, o

r o

the

r i

nfo

rmati

on

or da

ta fu

rnish

ed to

 the

 C

ou

nty

 in re

lian

ce

on

an

y a

dvic

e, 

dec

ision

 or

 opin

ion

of

the

Atto

rn

ey

 G

en

er

al

.

C) 

In 

the

 ev

en

t th

e C

ou

nty

 re

ceive

s a 

writ

ten 

req

ue

st f

or i

nform

at

ion

 pu

rsua

nt 

to 

the

Act t

ha

t a

ffe

cts

 Co

ntr

act

or'

s r

igh

ts, 

titl

e to

, o

r in

ter

est

 in

 an

y in

form

atio

n or

 da

ta o

r

a p

art

 th

ere

of, f

urn

ish

ed 

to 

the

 C

ou

nty

 b

y C

on

trac

tor

 un

de

r th

is 

Agre

em

ent

, th

en

the

 Co

unt

y w

ill p

rom

ptly

 no

tif

y C

on

tra

cto

r of

suc

h re

qu

est. 

Cont

racto

r m

ay,

 at h

er

ow

n op

tio

n a

nd 

ex

pen

se, 

prep

are

 co

mment

s a

nd su

bm

it 

infor

matio

n dire

ctly

 to 

the

Atto

rne

y G

ene

ral 

sta

tin

g w

hy

 the

 re

qu

est

ed 

inf

orm

ati

on 

is e

xe

mpt 

fro

m d

iscl

osu

re

pu

rsu

ant

 to

 th

e 

req

uirem

ent

s o

f 

the 

Act. 

Cont

rac

tor 

is 

sole

ly 

resp

on

sib

le for

sub

mitti

ng

 the

 m

em

ora

ndu

m b

rief

 and

 in

form

atio

n t

o t

he 

A

ttor

ne

y G

ene

ral 

within

the

 tim

e p

eri

od pr

esc

ribe

d by

 the

 Act.

 C

on

trac

to

r is 

sol

ely

 re

spo

nsib

le f

or

 se

ek

ing

any

 de

cla

rat

ory

 or

 inj

un

ctiv

e r

elie

f re

ga

rding 

the 

dis

clo

su

re o

f in

for

mati

on 

tha

t it

dee

ms c

onfid

ent

ia or

 pr

ivileg

ed.
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D) 

Elec

tro

nic 

M

ail A

dd

res

ses

. Co

ntr

ac

tor

 af

fir

mati

vel

y 

co

ns

en

ts 

to 

the

 disc

lo

sur

e o

f

her

 e-

mail

 ad

dre

sse

s t

hat

 ar

e 

pro

vide

d 

to 

the

 C

ou

nty

, inc

lud

ing

 an

y a

gen

cy

 or

de

pa

rtm

en

t 

of

 th

e 

Cou

nt

y. 

Th

is 

co

ns

en

t is

 int

en

de

d 

to 

com

p

ly 

with

 th

e

req

uire

men

ts 

of 

the

 A

ct

, a

nd

 sh

all 

su

rvive

 te

rm

ina

tio

n o

f t

his

 Agre

emen

t. 

This

co

ns

en

t s

ha

ll 

ap

ply

 to

 e-

mail

 a

dd

res

ses

 pro

vide

d b

y C

on

tra

cto

r an

d a

ge

nt

s a

cti

ng

on be

ha

lf of

 Con

tra

cto

r a

nd s

ha

ll a

pp

ly

 to

 an

y e

-m

ai

l ad

dre

ss p

ro

vid

ed

 in

 any

 fo

rm

for

 an

y r

ea

son

 whe

th

er 

rel

ate

d 

to th

is A

gre

em

ent

 or

 ot

he

rw

ise

.

8)

 

TERM

IN

A

T

IO

N

A) 

The

 C

ou

nty

 or

 th

e C

on

trac

to

r m

ay 

term

ina

te 

this 

Agre

em

ent

 at

 an

y 

tim

e b

y

pro

vidin

g th

irt

y (3

0) 

da

ys'

 n

oti

ce

 in w

riti

ng

 to

 th

e o

the

r p

arty

.

B) 

Upo

n re

ce

ipt

 of

 ter

mina

tio

n n

oti

ce 

fro

m th

e 

Cou

nty, 

Con

trac

tor 

sha

ll d

isc

on

tin

ue

 all

Se

rvice

s i

n c

on

nec

tio

n w

ith

 th

e pe

rfo

rmanc

e o

f this 

Agre

em

en

t an

d s

ha

ll p

roce

ed t

o

can

cel p

rom

ptl

y a

ll e

xisti

ng 

ord

ers

 an

d co

ntr

act

s in

sofar a

s su

ch

 ord

er

s o

r co

ntra

cts

are

 ch

arg

eab

le t

o th

is A

gre

em

en

t.

C) 

W

ithin 

thirty

 (3

0) 

day

s a

fte

r r

ece

ipt 

of 

not

ice 

of 

term

ina

tion

 fro

m t

he 

Coun

ty,

Cont

rac

tor

 agr

ees

 to sub

mit an

 inv

oice sh

owing

 in

 det

ail 

the

 Ser

vice

s pe

rfo

rm

ed un

der

this 

Agre

em

ent

 u

p to an

d in

clu

ding th

e d

ate

 of

 ter

min

atio

n.

D) 

The Cou

nty ag

ree

s to

 pay

 Con

trac

tor

 tha

t p

rop

or

tion o

f th

e p

res

cr

ibed

 ch

arg

es f

or

 the

Ser

vices

 ac

tua

lly p

erfo

rmed

 an

d de

live

rabl

es a

ctua

lly re

ceive

d u

nd

er 

this 

Agre

em

ent

be

ar 

to 

the

 to

tal S

erv

ice

s o

r de

liv

ern

ble

s ca

lled

 fo

r u

nde

r 

this A

gre

em

ent, 

less

 su

ch

pa

ym

ent

s o

n ac

cou

nt 

of cha

rge

s as

 hav

e p

rev

ious

ly

 bee

n m

ade

.

IE) 

Fo

rce

 M

aje

ure

. In 

the

 ev

ent 

tha

t eith

er P

arty

 is u

na

ble

 to 

pe

rfor

m an

y o

f t

heir

obl

igat

ion

s un

der

 the

 A

gree

ment

 or

 to 

enj

oy 

any

 of 

the 

bene

fit

s be

caus

e o

f nat

ura

l

disas

ter,

 act

ions

 or

 dec

rees

 of go

ver

nment

al 

bodie

s o

r co

mmunica

tion

s lin

e f

ailu

re n

ot

the

 fau

lt o

fth

e af

fec

ted

 par

ty (re

fer

red

 to

 as a

"F

orce

 M

ae

ure

 E

vent

"), 

the

 Par

ty who

has

 be

en 

so aff

ecte

d immediatel

y ag

rees

 to 

give

 not

ice

 to t

he o

the

r Pa

rty

 and

 ag

rees

to d

o e

very

thing

 po

ssible to

 res

ume p

erfo

rmance

. U

pon

 rec

eipt o

f suc

h no

tice,

 the

Agre

em

ent-

is i

mmediate

ly s

uspe

nde

d. If the

 per

iod

 of

 non

perf

orm

ance

 ex

ceed

s t

en

(10)

 cal

end

ar d

ays 

from

 the

 rec

eipt o

f not

ice o

f the

 For

ce M

eure

 Ev

ent,

 the

 Pa

rty

whos

e a

bilit

y t

o p

erfo

rm

 ha

s n

ot b

een

 so

 af

fect

ed 

may

 term

ina

te t

he

 Agr

eem

ent

immediate

ly by giving

 writte

n no

tice to th

e oth

er P

arty

.

F) 

Copies 

of a

ll co

mplete

d o

r pa

rtial

ly co

mplete

d infor

mati

on, 

pro

gram

s, in

ven

tion

s,

softw

are 

(inc

luding 

sou

rce 

cod

e), firm

wa

re, d

esigns

, d

ocu

men

tatio

n 

or d

ata (

the

"Docu

ments

") d

eve

lope

d, c

reate

d or i

nve

nted

 un

der th

is A

gree

ment

 sha

ll be

 de

livere

d

to the

 Coun

ty when

 this A

gree

ment

 is t

erm

inate

d or c

om

ple

ted.

9) 

NOTIC

E

A) 

Any n

otic

e r

equ

ired

 to 

be g

iven

 un

der 

the p

rov

isio

ns o

 f this A

gre

em

ent 

shal

l be 

in

writi

ng a

nd s

hall

 be

 dul

y se

rved

 when 

it sh

all 

have 

been

 del

ivered

 in 

pers

on o

r

Pge 

5 o
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de

po

sit

ed

, e

nc

lo

sed

 in

 a w

ra

pp

er 

with

 th

e p

rop

er 

po

sta

ge 

pre

pa

id

 th

ere

on

, a

nd

 du

ly

reg

iste

red

 o

r c

er

tifi

ed

, r

etu

rn 

rec

eip

t r

eq

ue

ste

d, 

in 

a U

nite

d S

ta

tes 

Po

st 

O

ffice

,

ad

dr

es

sed

 to

 th

e 

Co

un

ty

 or

 Co

nt

ra

cto

r a

t th

e 

fol

low

ing

 ad

dr

ess

es

. If m

aile

d, 

an

y

no

tic

e o

r 

co

m

m

un

ic

ati

on

 sh

all

 b

e 

de

em

ed

 to

 b

e r

ec

eiv

ed

 th

re

e (

3

) d

ay

s a

fte

r th

e

da

te 

of

 d

ep

os

it 

in 

the

 U

nite

d 

Stat

es 

Mail.

 

U

nl

ess

 o

the

rw

is

e p

ro

vid

ed

 in

 th

is

Agre

em

en

t, a

ll n

ot

ice

s s

hal

l b

e d

el

iver

ed to

 th

e f

oll

ow

ing

 ad

dre

sse

s:

T

o 

C

on

tr

ac

to

r:

 

Dr. 

M

eli

ssa

 Ble

ssi

ng

15

09

 R

ut

h S

tre

et

Houston, TX 77004

To t

he

 C

ou

nt

y: 

Harr

is 

Cou

nty

 I

ns

tit

ute

 o

f Fo

re

ns

ic 

Sc

ien

ce

s

18

61 O

ld

 Sp

an

is

h 

Tra

il

Hou

sto

n,

 T

ex

as 

7

70

54

Attn.: Julie Prine

Co

py

 T

o:

 

Harr

is C

ou

nty 

Pur

cha

sin

g A

ge

nt

10

01 P

res

ton

, S

uite

 6

70

H

ou

sto

n,

 T

ex

as

 7

70

02

Attn

:

B)

 

Eith

er 

Pa

rty

 m

ay

 de

sig

na

te a

 diff

ere

nt 

ad

dr

ess

 by

 giv

ing

 th

e o

the

r P

ar

ty

 te

n (

10

)

da

ys

 w

rit

te

n 

no

tic

e.

10

) 

COM

PLIA

NCE A

ND S

TANDARDS

A) 

Co

ntr

act

or 

rep

res

en

ts 

and

 w

arra

nts

 th

at 

she

 is 

cap

abl

e 

an

d w

illi

ng 

to 

prov

ide 

the

Se

rvice

s c

all

ed

 fo

r in

 th

e 

Agre

em

ent

, an

d ag

ree

s to

 re

nd

er 

the

 Se

rv

ice

s i

n a

cc

ord

anc

e

with 

the

 ge

ne

ral

ly ac

ce

pte

d s

tan

da

rds

 ap

plic

abl

e t

o th

e S

erv

ice

s. 

Cont

rac

tor

 sha

ll u

se

tha

t d

eg

ree

 of

 ca

re 

an

d s

kill c

om

mens

ura

te 

with

 th

e p

rof

es

sion

 to

 co

m

ply

 with

 al

l

app

lica

bl

fed

era

l,s

tate

, an

d lo

ca

l la

ýs, o

rdina

nce

s, 

rul

es,

 an

deg

ula

tion

s.re

la

ting

 to

the

 S

erv

ice

s a

nd

 C

on

tra

cto

r's

 p

er

for

manc

e 

to b

e 

ren

de

re

d 

her

eu

nde

r. 

C

ontr

ac

tor

rep

res

ent

s th

at C

ont

rac

tor

 is 

ful

ly q

ua

lifie

d to

 pe

rfo

rm

 th

e S

erv

ice

s de

scr

ibe

d 

in t

his

Agre

em

ent

.

B) 

Con

trac

tor 

agr

ees

 to 

kee

p c

onfid

ent

ial 

the

 co

nte

nts 

of 

all h

er d

isc

us

sion

s w

ith

 Cou

nty

offic

ials

. Cont

rac

tor 

agr

ees

 to ke

ep co

nfide

nt

ial t

he 

con

ten

ts o

f al

l Co

un

ty re

cor

ds a

nd

all 

oth

er i

nformatio

n obt

aine

d du

rin

g Co

ntra

ctor

' s

 per

form

an

ce of

the 

Ser

vice

s un

der

 this

Agre

em

ent

. C

ont

rac

tor

 sh

all n

ot r

ele

ase

 any

 co

nfiden

tia

l in

form

atio

n u

nles

s t

he C

ou

nty

,

in writi

ng

, au

tho

rize

s th

e C

on

trac

tor 

to r

ele

ase 

spec

ific

 infor

matio

n to 

any

 third 

part

ies

.

C) 

Co

ntr

act

or 

sha

ll n

ot 

acc

ess

 an

y in

form

atio

n s

he 

is n

ot 

aut

hori

zed

 to

 re

ce

ive,

 no

r s

hall

Cont

rac

tor 

cop

y, r

ecr

eat

e, o

r us

e an

y pro

prie

tary

 inform

at

ion

 or 

Doc

uments

 o

bta

ined

 in

con

nec

tion

 with

 this A

gre

em

ent

 oth

er t

han

 fo

r the

 pe

rfo

rmanc

e o

f t

his A

gree

men

t.
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D) 

Contr

acto

r w

arra

nts 

and

 repr

esen

ts t

hat

 she

 is n

ot in 

bre

ach

 of 

any

 oth

er 

contra

ct

oblig

atio

n or

 cov

enan

t th

at w

ould

 af

fect C

ontr

actor

's ab

ility 

to p

erfor

m he

reund

er and

,

as a

 resu

lt o

f ent

erin

g in

to this A

gre

ement, 

will n

ot b

reac

h an

y su

ch co

ntra

ct, o

bliga

tion

,

or co

vena

nt.

E) 

Conflict

 of Inte

rest: C

ontr

act

or w

arra

nts a

nd 

repr

ese

nts t

o th

e C

oun

ty tha

t sh

e d

oes 

not

have

 nor

 sha

ll sh

e know

ing

ly acq

uire an

y int

erest

 that

 would

 conf

lict 

in any

 manne

r with

the 

perf

orm

ance

 of 

its o

bliga

tion

s un

der t

his A

gre

ement

. Furt

herm

ore

, Co

ntra

ctor

warran

ts th

at no

 com

pany

 or 

pers

on, othe

r th

an a b

ona

 fide

 em

ploy

ee, h

as

 been

 emplo

yed

to so

licit o

r sec

ure t

his s

ubco

ntrac

t with 

Coun

ty, a

nd t

hat C

ontr

actor

 has

 not p

aid o

r

agre

ed to

 pay

 an

y com

pany

 or p

erso

n, o

ther 

than 

a bo

na 

fide e

mploy

ee, 

any fee

,

com

missio

n, per

cent

age

, brok

erag

e fee

, gift, o

r an

y oth

er co

nsider

ation

, cont

ingent u

pon

or re

sult

ing from

 the

 award or

 making

 of

 this A

gree

ment 

Fo

r b

reach

 or violat

ion

 of this

prov

ision, t

he Cou

nty sha

ll ha

ve the

 righ

t to term

inate

 the Agree

men

t witho

ut lia

bilit

y or

in it

s discre

tion

 to d

educ

t fro

m the

 Agreem

ent 

amount

, or

 oth

erwise

 rec

over

, the

 ful

l

amount

 of such 

fee, 

com

mission, br

okera

ge f

ee, gift o

r co

nting

ent fe

e.

F) 

Lob

bing: Cont

racto

r sh

all no

t use

 Coun

ty fun

ds to direct

ly o

r ind

irectl

y pa

y an

y pers

on

for i

nfluen

cing o

r atte

mpting

 to in

fluen

ce a

ny p

ublic 

employ

ee o

r official

 in con

nect

ion

with the

 awarding

 of any con

trac

t or

 the 

extens

ion, c

ontin

uatio

n, re

new

al, a

mend

ment

 or

modific

atio

n of

 an

y c

ontr

act.

 Pu

rsua

nt to

 31 U

.S.C.A. § 

135

2 (2

003

), if

 at

 any 

tim

e

duri

ng the Agree

ment t

erm fun

ding to C

ontra

ctor 

exce

eds

 $10

0,00

0.00, Contra

ctor s

hall

file 

with th

e Co

unty

 the F

ede

ral S

tanda

rd Fo

rm LLL title

d "Discl

osu

re For

m to 

Repo

rt

Lobby

ing."

G) 

No Fed

eral 

Exclus

ion: Co

ntractor

 warran

ts an

d repr

esen

ts tha

t sh

e is no

t de

barre

d,

suspe

nded

, or o

therw

ise e

xclu

ded 

from

 or inelig

ible 

for pa

rticipati

on in a

ny Fe

deral

progr

ams, inclu

ding but n

ot lim

ited to the f

ollowing

: Depart

ment of H

ealth 

and Human

Services (

DHHS), Office 

of Inspe

ctor G

eneral (O

IG) - List of

 Exclu

ded 

Individua

ls &

Entit

ies (L

EIE); 

U.S. General

 Ser

vices A

dm

inistrat

ion (G

SA) - E

xclud

ed Pa

rties 

List

System (EPLS); A

ll State

s (50)

 Health & Human Ser

vices C

ommissio

n Medicaid OIG

Sanctio

n L

ist; Govern

ment T

error

ist W

atch

 List (O

FAC / Pa

triot 

Act); D

epartm

ent of

Commerce,

Burea

uofIndu

t andSecuri

ty,Denied

ersons

.List a

nd-D

epartm

ent-of

Homeland

 Secu

rity, 

Immigrati

on 

and 

Cust

oms Enforce

ment 

(ICE) 

Most

Wanted. Contract

or must 

immediately n

otify 

the C

ounty 

of any

 such 

exclu

sion or

suspen

sion. Contra

ctor w

arrant

s and repre

sents t

hat she

 is in goo

d stand

ing with all St

ate

and F

ederal age

ncies t

hat h

ave a 

contr

acting 

or re

gulat

ory 

relati

onship with the

Count

y. Contract

or warrants

 and 

represen

ts th

at no 

person 

who ha

s an ow

nersh

ip or

control

ling intere

st in Con

tractor

's busin

ess or 

who is an agent 

or manag

ing employe

e of

Contrac

tor has

 been convicted of

 a criminal offens

e rela

ted to involv

ement in

 any feder

al

program.

H) 

County and

 its de

signee

 shall

 have the

 right 

to cond

uct exa

minat

ions, s

tudies and

 aud

its

of the serv

ices, pa

yments, a

nd efficiencies pro

vided unde

r this A

greement an

d County

may make such

 examinations,

 studies, and a

udits at any

 time whether b

efore o

r after

payment. Contra

ctor sh

all coo

perate 

with su

ch exa

minations, s

tudies, and

 audits an

d
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pro

vide C

oun

ty with su

ch rec

ord

s, d

ata

 do

cu

ments

, in

clu

d

ing al

l of

 C

ontr

act

or's

 ba

ck

up

and

 su

ppo

rt d

ata 

for 

billin

gs,

 an

d Con

trac

tor 

sha

ll 

pro

vid

e a

cce

ss t

o su

ch

 rec

ord

s, d

ata

,

do

cum

ent

s a

nd

 pe

rso

nn

el 

as 

are

 re

que

sted

 by

 C

ou

nty

 o

r th

e 

Cou

nt

y A

ud

ito

r. 

All

pay

ment

s m

ad

e b

y C

ou

nty 

are

 su

bje

ct 

to 

re-

eva

luat

ion

 a

nd 

refu

nd o

r w

ithh

old

ing

 of

fut

ure

 p

ay

ment

s c

ond

itio

ned

 o

n t

he 

res

ult

s o

f t

he 

au

dit. 

Th

is 

sec

tion

 s

hal

l s

urv

ive

term

inatio

n oft

his A

greem

ent.

I) 

Prio

r to

 ex

ecu

tio

n o

f th

e A

gre

em

ent,

 Co

ntra

cto

r sh

al

l, a

s a

n u

pd

ate,

 com

pl

ete F

or

129

5 in 

acc

ord

anc

e w

ith 

Tex

. Gov

't C

ode

 A

nn. § 

22

52.

90

8 co

ncer

ning

 "I

nte

reste

d

Par

ties

," C

ont

ract

or w

arra

nts

 an

d r

epr

esen

ts t

hat 

all 

the 

infor

matio

n o

n th

e fo

rm is

com

ple

te 

and

 ac

cur

ate

.

J) 

For

eign

 Te

rror

ists 

Organ

izat

ions

. I

n ac

cor

dan

ce 

with T

ex. G

ov

't C

od

e A

nn. C

ha

pter

225

2 S

ubc

hap

ter 

F, C

ontr

act

or w

arra

nts

 and

 rep

rese

nts

 that

, at

 the

 time o

f ex

ecu

tio

n of

this A

gree

ment

 and

 fo

r th

e d

urati

on 

of

 the 

Te

rm of

 this 

Agree

ment

 and

 an

y R

en

ewal

Term

s, C

ont

ract

or 

doe

s no

t ap

pea

r on

 the

 T

exa

s State

 C

om

ptro

lle

r's li

st of

 co

mpanie

s

kno

wn t

o h

ave

 co

ntra

cts 

with 

or p

rovide

 su

ppli

es 

or se

rvice

s to

 a

 fore

ign

 te

rro

ris

t

org

aniza

tion

.

K) Anti-

Boyco

tt. 

In a

cco

rdan

ce w

ith

 Te

x. G

ov'

t Cod

e A

nn. § 2

270

.00

2, C

on

trac

tor

warra

nts 

and

 rep

rese

nts

 tha

t she

 doe

s n

ot b

oyc

ott I

srael a

nd 

agr

ees t

hat

 she

 will

 not

boy

cott

 Isr

ael du

rin

g the

 ter

m o

 f th

is c

ont

rac

t.

11

) 

PU

BLIC

 C

ONTACT

Cont

act 

with the

 ne

ws m

edia, 

citiz

ens 

of H

arri

s C

oun

ty, 

or 

gov

ern

menta

l age

nc

ies 

sha

ll b

e

the resp

onsi

bility of the

 Cou

nty, e

xcep

t tha

t the

 Contr

acto

r m

ay in

terac

t with

 gove

rnmen

tal

agen

cies a

s ne

cess

ary 

to fu

lfill 

the 

serv

ices 

oft

his C

ontr

act. 

Und

er n

o c

ircum

stan

ces

 sha

ll

Contr

acto

r re

leas

e an

y m

ateri

al o

r inform

ation

 dev

elope

d in the

 per

form

ance

 of

 her

Serv

ices

 witho

ut th

e ex

press

 written

 perm

issio

n of

the 

Coun

ty.

12) 

APPLICABLE LAW

 AND V

ENUE

A) 

The

 Agree

ment 

is su

bjec

t to 

the s

tate 

and 

fede

ral 

laws, o

rder

s, ru

les, a

nd 

regul

ation

s

relati

ng to

 the 

Agreem

ent 

and 

fund

ed b

y sta

te or

 fed

eral 

funds

 or 

of ap

plica

ble

cond

itions

 ofp

artic

ipatio

n in

 Medicaid or

 Medicare

 prog

ram(s).

B) 

This A

gree

ment 

is go

vern

ed b

y the

 laws of

the S

tate 

of

 Tex

as.

C) 

The

 forum

 for a

ny actio

n und

er or re

lated

 to the

 Agreem

ent

 is exc

lusive

ly in a stat

e or

feder

al cou

rt of

 competent 

jurisdictio

n in Texas

.

D) 

The e

xclus

ive v

enue

 for an

y actio

n und

er o

r relate

d to the 

Agreem

ent i

s in a 

state o

r

feder

al co

urt of

 com

peten

t juri

sdictio

n in Housto

n, H

arris 

Coun

ty, Texa

s.
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13

) 

TA

XES A

ND C

HARGES

A) 

Th

e C

oun

ty is 

a po

liti

ca

l su

bdiv

isi

on un

der

 th

e la

ws of

th

e Stat

e of

 Texa

s an

d cla

ims

ex

em

pti

on

 fro

m 

sal

es 

an

d 

use

 ta

xe

s u

nd

er 

Tex. 

Ta

x 

Cod

e 

A

nn

. §

15

1.3

09

, a

s

am

en

de

d. T

he 

Co

un

ty a

gre

es t

o p

rov

id

e e

xe

mpti

on

 c

erti

fic

ate

s to

 C

on

tr

ac

tor 

upo

n

re

qu

es

t.

B) 

Th

e 

Co

unt

y is 

neith

er 

lia

ble

 fo

r a

ny 

per

so

na

l p

rop

erty

 t

axe

s, 

cha

rg

es, 

or 

fe

es

ass

ess

ed

 ag

ains

t C

on

trac

to

r n

or 

ob

liga

ted

 to

 re

im

bu

rse 

Cont

ract

or 

fo

r an

y 

tax

es,

ch

arg

es,

 o

r fee

s a

sse

sse

d 

aga

ins

t C

on

tra

cto

r for

 t

he 

su

pp

lie

s p

rovid

ed

 o

r a

ny

Se

rv

ic

es

 r

en

de

re

d.

14)

 

NO PERSO

NAL L

IA

BILIT

Y;

 NO W

AIV

ER O

F I

MM

UN

ITY

A) 

Noth

ing

 in th

e A

gre

em

ent

 is

 con

str

ue

d as c

rea

ting

 any

 pe

rson

al l

iabili

ty on

 th

e pa

rt

of an

y offic

er,

 direc

tor

, em

plo

yee

, or

 ag

ent

 of an

y p

ubli

c b

ody

 th

at m

ay

 be a

 P

art

y

to 

the

 A

gre

em

en

t, a

nd

 th

e P

arti

es 

ex

pre

ssly

 a

gre

e 

that

 th

e e

xec

utio

n 

of 

the

Agre

em

en

t do

es 

not

 cre

ate

 any

 pe

rso

nal 

liab

ility

 on

 the pa

rt o

f a

ny o ffi

cer

, dir

ecto

r,

em

plo

ye

e, 

or

 ag

en

t o

f the

 Co

un

ty.

B) 

Th

e P

art

ies 

agr

ee 

tha

t no

 pro

visio

n of

this A

gre

em

en

t ex

ten

ds 

the

 Cou

nty

's li

abili

ty

bey

ond

 th

e li

ability

 pr

ovided

 in th

e Te

xas

 Cons

titu

tion

 an

d th

e la

ws o

f th

e St

ate

 of

Texas.

C) 

Neithe

r t

he 

exe

cuti

on 

of 

this A

gre

em

ent

 nor a

ny 

oth

er 

con

duc

t of

 eith

er P

ar

ty

rela

ting

 to th

is A

gree

ment

 sha

ll be

 con

side

red 

a w

aive

r b

y th

e C

oun

ty

 of

 any

 rig

ht,

def

ens

e, o

r im

mun

ity und

er th

e Te

xa

s C

ons

titu

tion

 or th

e l

aws o

fth

e S

tate

 of

Tex

as.

D) 

The 

Cou

nty

 do

es 

not

 ag

ree 

to 

bind

ing 

arbitr

atio

n, 

nor do

es 

the

 Co

un

ty 

waive

 it

s

rig

ht t

o a

 jur

y tria

l.

15)

 

NO FEDERAL EX

CLUSIO

N

A) 

Cont

ract

or w

arra

nts 

that

 Contr

act

or 

is no

t a

n "

Inel

ig

ible

 Per

son."

 An In

eligib

le

Pe

rso

n" 

is a

n in

dividu

al 

or 

enti

ty who:

i) 

is c

urre

ntly

 ex

clude

d, d

eba

rred,

 sus

pend

ed, 

or o

ther

wise 

ineli

gible 

to

parti

cipat

e in a

ny fede

ral an

For s

tate

 gran

t, he

alt

h car

e pro

gra

m, or

 in

fede

ral a

nd/or

 stat

e p

rocure

ment 

or no

nprocu

rement p

rog

rams. This

inclu

des 

but 

is no

t lim

ited

 to 

pers

ons w

ho a

re o

n the

 L

ist 

of Ex

clud

ed

Individua

ls or

 Ent

ities

 of 

the 

Insp

ecto

r G

ener

al, L

ist of

 Par

ties

 ex

clude

d

from

 Fe

dera

l P

rogr

ams b

y the

 G

enera

l Serv

ices

 A

dm

inistra

tion 

or th

e

Medicaid Sa

nction

 List; o

r,

ii) 

has 

been

 con

victe

d of

 a cri

minal 

offen

se r

elat

ed to

 the 

provis

ion 

of

 heal

th

car

e ite

ms or se

rvices [

within the

 ru

les a

nd reg

ulat

ions

 of4

2 U

SC §13

20a-
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7

(a

)]

, 

b

u

t 

ha

s 

n

o

t 

y

et

 

b

ee

n 

e

xc

lu

d

e

d

, 

de

b

a

rr

e

d

, 

su

sp

en

de

d,

 o

r 

o

th

er

w

i

se

d

e

c

la

re

d

 i

n

e

li

g

ib

le

.

B

) 

C

o

n

tr

ac

to

r 

a

g

re

e

s 

to

 r

e

po

rt

 i

m

m

e

dia

te

ly

 t

o

 t

h

e 

C

o

u

nt

y

 

if

 C

o

nt

ra

ct

o

r 

be

c

o

m

e

s 

an

'*I

n

e

li

g

ib

le

 P

e

rs

o

n

"

 d

u

ri

n

g

 t

h

e

 te

r

m

 o

f th

is

 A

g

re

e

m

e

n

t.

16

)

1

7

)

O

W

N

E

R

S

H

IP

 O

F

 D

O

C

U

M

E

N

T

S
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P
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ag
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fo

r 
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e 

p

u
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ss

ig

n
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g 
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o

py
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gh

t o

w

ne

r

sh

ip
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l 
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m

p

le

te

d 

o

r 

p
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a

ll

y 

co

m

p

le

te

d 

da

ta
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r

m

a

ti

o

n
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re

p

o

rt
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pr
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r

am
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in

v
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ti
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so

ft
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fi
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w

a
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d
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p
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lim

in

ar

y 

la
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ou

ts
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 d
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w
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g
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d
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fi
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g
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p

h
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h
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y 
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r d
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 d
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 p
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 p
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B) 

Reco

rd 

Re

ten

tion

. Th

e C

ont

rac

tor ag

ree

s to

 pr

ov

ide 

all

 bo

oks

, re

cor

ds

, co

ntra

cts

,

spr

ead

she

ets,

 co

rres

pon

de

nce

, a

nd d

ocu

ments

 ap

pl

icab

le 

to th

is A

gr

eem

ent to

 th

e

Co

unt

y at 

the

 con

clu

sion

 of

this co

nt

ract.

 The Co

unty

 can

 ret

ain all 

of the

se reco

rds

acc

ord

ing to 

its 

est

abl

ish

ed r

ete

nti

on 

sch

ed

ule

.

18) 

WAIV

ER OF BREACH

Waiv

er b

y e

ithe

r Pa

rty

 of a br

eac

h or v

iolat

ion

 of an

y p

rov

isio

n o

f the 

Agree

men

t is n

ot a

waive

r of

 an

y su

bse

que

nt 

bre

ach

.

19

) 

SE

V

ER

A

BIL

IT

Y

If a

ny 

prov

ision 

or p

art 

of t

he 

Agree

ment 

or 

its a

ppl

icat

ion 

to a

ny 

per

son, e

ntity

, o

r

circu

mstan

ce 

is ev

er h

eld 

by 

any

 co

urt 

of c

om

pete

nt ju

risd

ictio

n to

 be

 inval

id for any

reas

on, 

the rem

aind

er o

fthe

 Agre

ement 

and 

the a

pplic

ation

 of

 such

 pr

ov

ision o

r p

art o

f the

Agree

ment 

to o

ther

 pe

rson

s, e

nti

ties

, or c

ircu

mstan

ces 

are 

no

t a

ffec

ted.

20) 

SURVIVAL OF TERMS

Any

 pro

visio

n of

 this 

Agree

ment t

hat

, by

 its

 plain m

eaning

, is in

ten

ded

 to 

surv

ive 

the

exp

irat

ion 

or 

ear

lier

 ter

minat

ion 

of 

this A

gre

ement 

incl

uding, 

but 

not

 li

mited 

to 

the

inde

mnifica

tion

 pro

vision, 

shall

 sur

vive 

such

 exp

irati

on o

r ear

lier 

termina

tio

n. 

If an

ambiguity

 exists

 as 

to s

urv

iva

l, th

e p

rovisio

n sh

all 

be d

eem

ed

 to s

ur

vive

21) 

CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION

A) 

This A

gree

ment 

sha

ll n

ot be

 co

nstr

ued 

agains

t or in 

favo

r of 

any P

arty

 here

to

base

d up

on the 

fact t

hat th

e Pa

rty did or

 did no

t aut

hor

 th

is A

gree

ment.

B) 

The hea

dings

 in this A

gree

ment are 

for 

conv

enience 

or re

feren

ce on

ly and sha

ll no

t

cont

rol o

r aff

ect t

he m

eaning

 or co

nst

ructi

on of this A

gre

ement

.

C) 

When term

s ar

used in the-

singu

lar o

r plur

al, th

e meaning sha

ll ap

ply to b

oth

.

D) 

When either

 the 

male o

r fem

ale g

ende

r is us

ed, t

he meaning s

hall a

pply t

o both

.

22) 

SUCCESSO

RS AND ASSIG

NS

A) 

The 

Coun

ty an

d Contra

ctor 

bind 

them

selve

s and

 their su

cces

sors, 

execut

ors,

administrato

rs, a

nd as

signs

 to t

he oth

er Pa

rty o

f this A

greem

ent a

nd to

 the

succes

sors, e

xecutor

s, administrat

ors, an

d assi

gns o

f such

 othe

r Party,

 in 

respec

t to

all covenants

 of this Agreement.

B) 

Neither

 the C

ounty nor C

ontrac

tor sh

all as

sign, sub

let, or t

rans

fer its o

r her i

ntere

st

in this Agreem

ent w

ithou

t written c

onsen

t of 

the o

ther, w

hich w

ill no

t be

unreaso

nably

 withh

eld.
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rt
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d
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ie
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p
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b

o

th
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ORDER OF COMMISS

IONERS COURT

Autho

rizing E

xecu

tion

 of Per

sona

l Ser

vices

 Agreem

ent 

with

 Dr. M

elis

sa Bless

ing

for H

arris

 Cou

nty I

nstit

ute o

 f Fore

nsic Sc

ience

s

The 

Com

missione

rs C

ourt

 of

 Harri

s Coun

ty, T

exas

, met in

 regu

lar s

essio

n at i

ts re

gular

term

 at 

the 

Harris

 Count

y A

dministra

tion

 Building 

in the 

City o

f Hous

ton

, Texas

, on

, with al

l members p

resen

t ex

cept

A quo

rum

 was pr

esen

t. A

mong oth

er bu

sine

ss, th

e fo

llowing

 was t

ransa

cted

:

ORDER AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A PERSONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT

WITH DR. MELISSA

 BLESSI

NG TO PROVIDE MEDICAL EXAMINER SERVICES

FOR THE HARRIS COUNTY INSTITUTE OF FORENSIC

 SCIENCES

Com

miss

ione

r 

intro

duce

d an

 orde

r an

d m

oved tha

t

Com

missio

ners

 Cou

rt a

dopt

 the 

orde

r. C

ommissio

ner

 seconded the

motion

 for 

adop

tion

 of the o

rder

. Th

e motio

n, car

rying

 with it

 the a

dopti

on o

f the or

der,

prev

ailed

 by the

 fo

llow

ing 

vote

:

Vote of the Cou

rt 

Yes 

R 

Abst

ain

Jud

ge 

Hida

lgo

Comm. Ellis

Com

m. G

arc

ia

Com

m. Ram

sey

, P.E.

Com

m. C

agl

e

0 

0 

0

0 0 

0

0 

0 

0

O O 

C]

0 

0 

0

The C

ounty

 Judg

e the

reup

on an

noun

ced th

at the 

motion had dul

y and 

lawfully carr

ied

and that t

he or

der h

ad been

 duly

 and lawfully

 adop

ted. The o

rder ad

opted f

ollows:

IT IS ORDERED that C

ounty

 Judge 

Lina Hidalg

o be

, and

 she i

s he

reby au

thoriz

ed to 

execut

e,

for a

nd on

 beha

lf of Harris C

ounty,

 a Pe

rsona

l Serv

ices A

greem

ent w

ith Dr. M

elissa B

less

ing to

provide medical ex

aminer s

ervices for t

he Harris 

County

 Institut

e of 

Foren

sic S

cience

s for a

n

amount no

t to exc

eed $132,0

00.

All Harris C

ounty o

fficials an

d employe

es are

 autho

rized

 to do any

 and a

tl things nec

essary

 or

conven

ient to a

ccomplish th

e purpos

e of this Order.
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